70,000  queer  dollars 
up  for  grabs 

The  March  on  Washington  Executive 
Committee  drafts  a  controversial  proposal  for 
doling  out  March  surplus 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Over  two 
months  after  the  National  March  on 
Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights,  no 
plan  exists  for  disbursement  of  a  $70,000 
surplus  generated  by  March  fundraising  ef¬ 
forts.  The  seven-member  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  for  the  March  met  in  New  York  in 
mid-December  to  draft  a  proposal  for  a  pro¬ 
cess  to  distribute  the  money.  That  proposal 
is  scheduled  to  be  sent  to  the  larger  Steering 
Committee  for  approval  sometime  in  the 
next  few  weeks,  although  how  approval  will 
be  measured  has  yet  to  be  determined. 

Since  the  unprecedented  surplus  was 
revealed  several  weeks  ago  (see  GCN,  Vol 
1 5 ,  No .  1 7),  questions  have  arisen  about  how 
to  spend  it  and  who  has  the  authority  to 
make  spending  decisions.  The  proposal 
drafted  by  the  Executive  Committee  would 
establish  guidelines  for  giving  the  money  to 
various  projects,  and  create  a  fund-giving 
process  to  be  administered  by  the  Executive 
Committee  itself.  According  to  Steve  Ault, 
an  Executive  Committee  member  from  New 
York  who  is  also  one  of  three  March  co¬ 
chairs,  the  Executive  Committee  agreed  at 
its  meeting  that  whatever  process  is  used  to 
distribute  the  money,  it  must  be  approved  by 
the  Steering  Committee,  a  body  of  over  60 
members  representing  different  geographic 
regions,  interest  groups  and  national 
organizations. 

The  Proposal 

Executive  Committee  member  Kay 
Ostberg,  who  is  also  a  co-chair,  said  the  New 
York  meeting  generated  a  list  of  guidelines 
the  Executive  Committee  thought  should  be 
used  in  disbursing  the  funds.  She  said  the 
group  proposed  that  the  money  be  split 
among  national  and  state  organizations  and 
projects.  A  ceiling  of  $5,000  was  recom¬ 
mended  for  each  grant,  with  preference 
given  to  organizations  born  directly  out  of 
the  March  and  to  “grassroots”  projects. 
The  Executive  Commmittee’s  proposal  sug¬ 
gests  at  least  25  percent  of  the  funds  go  to 
projects  by  and  for  people  of  color  and  that 
at  least  50  percent  be  earmarked  for  lesbian 
projects.  No  money  will  go  into  electoral 
politics  in  the  way  of  campaign  donations, 
and  preference  will  be  given  to  organizations 
or  projects  that  address  one  or  more  of  the 
official  March  goals,  according  to  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  plan.  Ostberg  also  said 
the  proposal  did  not  recommend  spending 
surplus  funds  to  pay  off  outstanding  debts 
incurred  by  local  March  organizations. 

Ostberg  said  the  proposal  will  be  sent  to 
Steering  Committee  members  along  with  a 
letter  requesting  approval.  She  said 
criticisms  of  or  changes  in  the  proposal 
would  be  solicited  in  the  letter,  and  that  reci¬ 
pients  would  be  given  a  fixed  period  of  time 
in  which  to  respond.  The  letter  will  explicitly 
state  that  Steering  Committee  members  who 
do  not  respond  will  be  assumed  in  favor  of 
the  plan.  If  implemented,  the  proposal  calls 
for  a  nation-wide  outreach  to  solicit  re¬ 
quests  for  funding,  followed  by  a  review  of 


proposals  and  granting  of  funds  by  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee. 

Both  Ostberg  and  Ault  said  the  Executive 
Committee  had  no  specific  plan  for 
evaluating  Steering'  Committee  response. 
When  asked  how  many  Steering  Committee 
members  would  have  to  voice  disapproval 
for  the  proposal  to  be  thrown  out,  Ostberg 
said  “We  haven’t  set  a  strict  rule.  My  feeling 
is  that  it’s  going  to  have  to  be  a  significant 
number  [to  disapprove].  But  it  depends  on 
what  people  are  saying.  ’  ’  She  explained  that 
if  criticisms  of  the  plan  could  be  resolved 
simply,  for  example  by  adding  one  or  two 
representatives  to  the  review  committee, 
then  the  Executive  Committee  would  make 
those  adjustments  and  move  into  the  next 
phase  of  the  proposal.  Both  Ostberg  and 
Ault  emphasized,  however,  that  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Commmittee  would  not  establish 
criteria  for  determining  whether  the  plan 
was  approved  without  hearing  feedback 
from  the  Steering  Committee. 

Ault  told  GCN  that  a  meeting  of  the 
Steering  Committee  would  be  expensive,  so 
the  Executive  Committee  sought  approval 
of  its  proposal  by  mail.  He  added,  however, 
that  since  decision-making  power  rests  with 
the  Steering  Committee  members,  if  they 
decided  to  call  a  meeting,  one  would  have  to 
be  organized. 

Reaction 

Opinions  about  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee’s  proposal  and  its  process  for  dealing 
with  the  surplus  to  date  vary  among  Steering 
Committee  members  interviewed  by  GCN. 
Since  they  have  not  seen  the  proposal,  many 
could  not  comment  on  its  content.  Ault  said 
he  was  concerned  about  Steering  Committee 
members  learning  of  the  proposal  from  the 
media  before  hearing  from  the  Executive 
Committee  itself.  “It’s  not  OK  for  Steering 
Committee  members  to  find  out  about  this 
from  the  media,”  he  said.  “It’s  an  internal 
process  that’s  taking  place.”  When  asked 
how  members  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  not  on  the  Steering  Committee  could 
have  input  into  the  process,  Ault  said  there 
would  be  ample  time  given  to  Steering  Com¬ 
mittee  members  to  consult  with  their  consti¬ 
tuents  and  formulate  a  response  to  the  pro¬ 
posal. 

Two  Steering  Committee  members  from 
the  Northeast  Region,  Sarah  Holmes  and 
Gary  Dotterman,  both  of  Boston,  said  they 
thought  outstanding  debts  among  local 
organizations  ought  to  be  paid  with  surplus 
funds. 

“Having  to  do  fundraising  to  pay  local 
debts  ties  up  the  energy  of  people  who-are 
doing  post-March  work,”  said  Holmes. 
“Such  a  proposal  doesn’t  recognize  the 
varying  economic  resources  of  different 
parts  of  the  country.”  Holmes  also  said  she 
thought  the  group  that  ultimately  chooses 
who  gets  the  money  ought  to  be  larger  and 
more  diverse  than  the  existing  Executive 
Committee. 

Continued  on  page  1 2 
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Which  way  Chicago? 

For  the  first  time,  Chicago’s  lesbian  and  gay  community 
has  a  progressive  activist  organization.  But  shortly  after  the 
group’s  formation.  Mayor  Harold  Washington’s  death 
decimated  the  city’s  fragile  progressive  coalition,  paving  the 
way  for  the  return  of  its  notorious  “machine.  ” 


By  Michael  C.  Botkin 

CHICAGO  —  On  Nov.  14  Chicago’s  first 
grassroots  progressive  lesbian/gay  organiza¬ 
tion,  the  Lesbian/Gay  Progressive 
Democratic  Organization  (LGPDO)  was 
formed.  A  litle  more  than  a  week  later 
Harold  Washington,  Chicago’s  first  Black 
mayor,  died,  causing  the  collapse  of  the  pro¬ 
gressive  coalition  he  led. 

Eugene  Sawyer,  who  voted  against  a  gay 
rights  bill  last  summer,  was  elected  acting 


mayor  by  his  fellow  aldermen.  Washington 
was  indisputably  the  most  actively  pro-gay 
mayor  in  Chicago’s  history,  and  now  the 
many  gains  made  since  his  first  election  in 
1983  may  be  in  jeopardy  if  Chicago’s  in¬ 
famous  “machine”  returns  to  power  per¬ 
manently.  For  example,  the  fate  of  the 
Gay/Lesbian  Issues  Coordinator,  a  position 
created  by  Washington,  is  unclear,  as  is  that 
of  the  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Issues,  a  panel  of  lesbian/gay  community 
representatives  he  also  created. 

LGPDO  was  conceptualized  as  the  laven- 
dar  stripe  of  the  rainbow  coalition  in 
Chicago,  and  now  that  coalition  has  fallen 
from  power. 

Progressive  group  forms 

Over  120  people  attended  LGPDO’s 
founding  convention,  which  included 
workshops,  lectures  and  ratification  of  the 
group’s  constitution.  LGPDO  has  existed  in 
unofficial  form  for  almost  a  year.  Staff 
from  the  narrowly  defeated  aldermanic 
campaign  of  openly-gay  progressive  Ron 
Sable,  together  with  members  of  Lesbians 
and  Gays  for  Washington,  had  worked  on 


the  gay  rights  ordinance  and  the  National 
March  on  Washington  before  the  official 
founding  of  the  group. 

“LGPDO  gives  Chicago’s  lesbian  and  gay 
community  something  it’s  never  had  —  an 
organization  directed  toward  progressive 
work,”  said  organization  co-chair  Stewart 
Michels.  “The  challenge  is  to  create  a  group 
truly  inclusive  of  the  entire  lesbian  and  gay 
community  and  showing  that  it’s  open  to  in¬ 
put.”  Michel’s  said  the  group’s  main  focus 
will  be  on  electoral  work,  but  he  added  “a 
lot  of  issues  are  not  reducible  to  legislative 
work.”  Michels  also  stressed  that  “we  put  a 
lot  of  emphasis  on  building  coalitions  with 
other  progressive  groups.” 

Openly  gay  Boston  city  councillor  David 
Scondras  gave  an.  hour  and  a  half  keynote 
address  to  a  wildly  enthusiastic  crowd.  He 
spoke  of  the  need  for  gay  progressives  to  get 
involved  in  general  issues,  in  addition  to 
specifically  lesbian  and  gay  issues.  He  warn¬ 
ed  of  the  pointlessness  of  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty  “seeking  approval.”  He  emphasized  that 
open,  grassroots  organizing  is  more  em¬ 
powering  than  backroom  dealing. 

There  was  some  heated  debate  over  the 
group’s  draft  constitution,  specifically  on 
the  constitution  of  the  group’s  Executive 
Committee.  The  constitution  requires  that  2 
of  8  members-at-large  of  the  Committee  be 
“members  of  minorities  of  color,”  with  an  ad¬ 
ditional  requirement  that  the  representation 
of  minorities  grow  to  5  of  8  at  the  group’s  se¬ 
cond  convention  in  May,  1988.  Some  partic¬ 
ipants  said  they  felt  that  these  requirements 
represented  an  insufficient  commitment  to 
participation  by  people  of  color. 

Some  participants  also  said  they  were 
upset  the  convention  was  not  held  in 
handicapped-accessible  space.  Finally,  a 
standing  committee  on  the  handicapped  was 
created  (which  includes  a  seat  on  the  Ex- 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“I  don’t  care  if  you  call  it  ACT  UP,  ACT 
OUT  or  ACT  DOWN,  you  definitely  don’t 
have  a  scientific  understanding  of  things.  It 
was  years  of  cooperative  effort  between  the 
Pasteur  Institute  and  myself  that  led  to  the 
discovery  of  HIV.” 

—  Robert  Gallo,  National  Cancer 
Institute  researcher,  speaking  directly  to 
members  of  AIDS  Coalition  to  Unleash 
Power  < A  CT  UP),  during  the  A  mericansfor 
a  Sound  AIDS  Policy  Conference  held  in 
New  York  in  November.  Gallo  proceeded  to 
call  attention  to  an  article  he  wrote  in  1985 
concerning  the  possible  value  of  AL  721  (a 
product  derived  from  egg  lipids)  infighting 
AIDS.  ACT  UP  members,  who  have  de¬ 
manded  federal  research  on  AL  721  and 
other  drugs,  responded  angrily  that  A  L  721 
has  yet  to  be  tested  by  any  federal 
program.  □ 


Playgirl  readers 
want  it  all 


LOS  ANGELES  —  Ten  months  after 
deciding  to  promote  “mystery”  by  not 
printing  full  frontal  male  nudes,  Playgirl  has 
resumed  publishing  photographs  that  bare 
all. 

Explaining  the  reversal  in  editorial  policy, 
Editor-in-chief  Nancy  S.  Martin  stated  that 
readers  (many  of  whom  are  gay  men)  had 
told  the  magazine,  “This  is  the  way  we  like 
to  see  men.”  Gaze  reports  that  the  subscrip¬ 
tion  and  newsstand  sales  had  plummeted  af¬ 
ter  the  original  decision. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Boston  group  offers 
financial  risk- 
reduction  workshops 

BOSTON  —  A  series  of  workshops  “to 
ensure  that  your  financial  situation  is  as 
strong  as  possible  so  that  regardless  of  your 
future  health,  you  have  adequate  resources 
to  handle  emergencies”  will  be  offered  by 
AIDS  Action,  beginning  Jan.  15. 

Financial  advice  about  budget  planning 
and  various  kinds  of  investments  is  available 
at  the  sessions,  which  are  aimed  at  people 
who  do  not  already  have  a  personal  finan¬ 
cial  plan.  Also  encouraged  to  attend  are 
those  who  do  not  have  a  personal  disability 
insurance  policy,  have  not  begun  a  retire¬ 
ment  plan  or  who  are  concerned  about  how 
they  would  pay  their  bills  if  they  suddenly 
lost  their  ability  to  produce  income. 

For  more  information  about  the 
workshops,  which  cost  $10  to  cover 
materials,  contact  AIDS  Action,  661 
Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Nicaraguan 
Women’s 
Association  hits 
decade 

MANAGUA,  NICARAGUA  —  Thou¬ 
sands  of  Nicaraguan  women  and  their  inter¬ 
national  supporters  gathered  in  September 
to  celebrate  the  tenth  anniversary  of  the 
Nicaraguan  Women’s  Association 


(AMNLAE). 

According  to  a  report  in  Plexus,  during 
the  first  day  of  the  celebration,  women  took 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  speak  face- 
to-face  with  government  representatives  arid 
AMNLAE  leaders.  Many  voiced  their  con¬ 
cerns  about  economic  problems  in  the  coun¬ 
try  and  the  Central  American  Peace  Plan. 

The  anniversary  celebration  culminated 
on  September  29  with  a  Women’s  March  for 
Peace  which  drew  over  40,000.  At  the  end  of 
the  march  AMNLAE  presented  a  document 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  General  of  the 
United  Nations  demanding  that  all  countries 
participating  in  the  42nd  General  Assembly 
of  the  U.N.  intercede  with  the  United  States 
so  that  the  U.S.  would  respect  the  Central 
American  Peace  Plan  and  stop  funding  the 
contras. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Smith  prof  quits- 
saying  school 
“lethargic”  on 
racism 

NORTHAMPTON,  MA  —  Johnella 
Butler,  the  first  Black  woman  professor  to 
earn  tenure  at  Smith  College,  has  quit  her 
job.  She  claims  the  private  women’s  college 
has  made  only  superficial  efforts  to  combat 
racism,  according  to  a  report  in  the  Boston 
Herald. 

For  example,  she  said,  recent  racial  slurs 
found  painted  on  the  steps  of  a  Smith 
building  received  lethargic  attention  from 
school  administration. 

“It’s  like  you  say,  ‘I  cut  my  leg,’  and  the 
doctor  says,  ‘Well,  I’m  wrapping  your  arm, 
what  more  do  you  want?’  ”  said  Butler, 
associate  professor  of  Afro-American 
studies. 

Butler  said  she  will  begin  a  new  job  next 
month  as  director  of  the  Afro-American 
program  at  the  University  of  Washington  in 
Seattle. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

Gay  youth  issues 
topic  of  conference 

NEW  BRUNSWICK,  NJ  —  Helping  gay 
teens  was  the  topic  of  a  recent  conference  at 
Rutgers  University  at  which  50  teachers, 
social  workers,  and  guidance  counselors 
learned  about  specific  problems  faced  by 
gay  teenagers. 

According  to  keynote  speaker  Damien 
Martin  of  the  Hetrick-Martin  Institute 
(formerly  the  Institute  for  the  Protection  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth),  up  to  20  percent 
of  adult  gay  men  report  attempting  suicide 
in  their  teens,  but  such  extreme  distress 
diminishes  as  people  find  adult  gay  com¬ 
munities.  The  Hetrick-Martin  Institute 
receives  calls  from  1000  teenagers  annually, 
and  over  300  are  personally  counseled.  Of 
these  300,  40  percent  have  experienced  vio¬ 
lence  by  the  time  they  come  to  the  center. 

The  conference  was  sponsored  by  the 
Rutgers  School  of  Social  Work,  the  Planned 
Parenthood  League  of  Middlesex  County, 
and  the  New  Jersey  Lesbian  and  Gay  Coali¬ 
tion. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

“Coming  out” 
resources  for 
prisoners 

Gay  and  lesbian  prisoners,  who  are  inside 
for  reasons  arising  mainly  out  of  poverty 
and  racial  discrimination/frustration,  are 
treated  with  much  more  contempt  than 
those  of  us  out  here  in  ‘minimum  security’: 
both  inside  (fewer  jobs,  less  physical  safety 
&  more  parole  requirements)  and  outside 
(many  halfway  houses  won’t  accept  gays). 

This  is  especially  true  for  those  gay/les¬ 
bian  prisoners  who  are  upfront  about  who 
they  are.  And  it  can  happen  because  ‘our 
community’  is  so  indifferent  (and  thus  ig¬ 
norant)  about  the  practically  unaccountable 
power  of  prison  bureaucracy  (not  to  speak 
of  the  Supreme  Court  etc). 

Help  GCN  support  these  people’s  coming 
back  into  our  midst  (as  basically  all  of  them 
do!)  by  sending  us  up-to-date  tips  on  job  & 
training  opportunities,  low  cost  temporary 
housing,  and  any  other  info  that  could  be 


useful  to  someone  coming  out  with  the 
stigma  ‘ex-con.’  (Imagine  for  a  moment 
trying  to  set  yourself  up  in  a  new  town  with 
little  or  no  $$  and  just  out  of  the  joint.) 
Better  yet,  let  us  hear  that  we  can  refer 
people  in  your  area  to  you  for  such  info! 

Also,  books  (both  educational  &  others) 
are  harder  to  get  in  prisons,  where  ‘libraries’ 
(such  as  they  were)  are  being  converted  to 
dorms  when  enough  money  can’t  be  scared 
out  of  legislators  to  build  new  prisons.  Ask 
your  local  gay /lesbian/lefty  bookstore 
about  the  chance  of  putting  a  box  there  for 
people  to  leave  books  they’ve  already  read  & 
will  donate  to  a  prisoner  (&  even  a  jar  for 
postage  $!)  This  is  a  small  project  that  gets 
you  much  gratitude  from  prisoners  (who  are 
driven  a  bit  ‘mad’  stuck  in  a  cage  with 
nothing  to  do  much  of  the  time),  and  it’s 
easily  done  on  a  once-a-month  basis.  Write 
GCN  for  details  if  you  like. 

Most  gay /lesbian  newspapers  don’t  even 
respond  with  a  polite  “Sorry...”  to 
prisoners  who  ask  for  penpal  ads  or  to  ex¬ 
press  themselves  in  letters.  How  about 
writing  your  local  rag  about  this.  If  they 
want  to  hear  more  about  GC'N’ s  experience 
with  the  Prisoner  Project,  just  have  them 
write  us.  Thanks! 

□  Mike  Riegle 


Supreme  Court  civil  disobedience  arrest 


DC  CDers  cleared 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  All  charges  were 
dismissed  against  12  lesbians  and  gay  men 
who  were  arrested  at  the  Oct.  13  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  action  at  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

The  demonstrators  had  entered  pleas  of 
not  guilty  at  their  initial  arraignments,  and 
had  returned  for  their  court  date  Dec.  2. 
D.C.  Superior  Court  Commissioner  Roy  M. 
Ellis  dismissed  the  charges  when  the  pro¬ 
secution’s  witness,  a  police  officer,  failed 
to  attend  the  trials.  A  report  issued  by  the 
National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
(NGLTF)  quoted  Ellis  as  saying,  “I  cannot 
ask  them  [the  protesters  —  many  of  whom 
had  travelled  great  distances  to  appear 
before  the  court]  to  return  two  or  three  more 
times  just  because  the  District  of  Columbia 
cannot  manage  its  own  security  forces  and 
guarantee  the  appearance  of  the  state’s  own 
witness.” 

Because  the  charges  were  dismissed,  the 
demonstrators  were  unable  to  present  tes¬ 
timony  to  the  court  in  their  defense.  One  of 
the  protesters,  Cathy  Hoffman  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA.  was  quoted  as  saying, 
“.  .  .  though  I’d  certainly  rather  have  the 
chance  to  speak  in  court,  the  statement  that 
we  made  on  Oct.  13  spoke  powerfully  of  our 
numbers,  the  solidarity  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  and  the  determination  of  our  move¬ 
ment.” 

Four  others  arrested  at  the  October  action 
are  scheduled  to  return  to  court  in  the  next 
month.  Support  for  the  protesters  on  those 
court  dates  is  being  coordinated  by  Sue  Hyde 
at  NGLTF.  Anyone  needing  help  with  a 
court  appearance  in  connection  with  the 
civil  disobedience  can  contact  her  at  (202) 
332-6483. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Boston  mayor 
appoints  gay  man 

BOSTON  —  James  D.  Williams,  an 
openly  gay  Black  lawyer  from  Boston’s 
South  End  neighborhood,  has  been  named 
executive  director  of  the  city’s  Human 
Rights  Commission. 

In  making  the  appointment,  Mayor  Ray¬ 
mond  Flynn  fills  a  post  which  has  been  va¬ 
cant  for  several  months.  Frederick  Mandel, 
the  last  permanent  director  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion,  was  also  gay. 
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The  31 -year-old  Wiliams  has  been  the 
legislative  director  of  the  Boston’s  Elderly 
Commission  for  the  last  year. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

NEWSNOTES 
COMPILED  BY 
JENNIE  McKNIGHT 


Chicago 

Continued  from  page  I 

ecutive  Committee)  and  the  constitution 
was  passed  with  only  one  dissenting  vote. 

About  40  percent  of  those  attending  were 
women,  a  far  greater  proportion  than  is 
usual  in  mixed-gender  groups  in  Chicago. 

That  controversial  issues  were  debated 
openly  is  a  rare  sign  of  strength  in  Chicago’s 
lesbian/gay  community.  LGPDO’s  found¬ 
ing  represents  a  high-water  mark  for  this 
community,  whose  progressive  wing  has 
never  been  so  strong  nor  well  organized. 
Much  of  this  growth  was  made  possible  by 
Washington’s  pro-gay  presence,  and  his 
death  has  transformed  Chicago’s  political 
scene  overnight. 

The  impact  of  Washington’s  death 

With  the  Washington-led  progressive 
coalition  now  out  of  power,  the  lesbian/gay 
community  has  lost  a  powerful  ally.  Many 
activists  hoped  a  gay  rights  bill  similar  to  the 
one  defeated  last  July  would  be  passed  this 
spring  with  Washington’s  support.  Its 
passage  is  now  considered  a  long  shot,  and  it 
may  not  even  be  introduced. 

Aside  from  the  political  legitimacy  Wash¬ 
ington  extended  to  the  lesbian/gay  com¬ 
munity,  his  powerful  personality  and  un¬ 
stinting  advocacy  of  rights  for  all  won  the 
hearts  of  many  lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
Chicago,  as  was  testified  by  the  large 
number  of  memorial  ads  on  his  behalf  plac¬ 
ed  in  Chicago’s  gay  papers  following  his 
death.  Indeed,  it  has  long  been  rumored  that 
Washington  was  gay  himself.  This  suspicion 
has  only  been  aired  publicly  twice  —  first  in 
an  anonymous  leaflet  distributed  during  his 
initial  mayoral  campaign,  and  later  by  Ruth 
Love,  the  notoriously  corrupt  head  of  Chi- 
cagos’  Board  of  Education.  Love  contempt¬ 
uously  referred  to  Washington  as  “a  fag” 
during  her  dismissal  hearing. 

Aside  from  these  incidents,  the  media  have 
been  silent,  but  others  have  publicly  noted 
that  Washington  was  Chicago’s  only  bache¬ 
lor  mayor.  He  did,  in  fact,  become  engaged 
to  be  married  during  his  first  election  cam¬ 
paign,  but  the  highly  publicized  engage¬ 
ment  was  very  quietly  called  off  after  his 
election.  And  when  a  lifelong  “friend  and 
companion”  of  Washington’s  died  of 
AIDS,  Chicago’s  mainstream  media 
conveniently  neglected  to  report  his  cause  of 
death. 

Such  rumors  are  unprovable  and,  per¬ 
haps,  beside  the  point.  Whatever  his 
motivation,  Washington  was  a  vigorous  de¬ 
fender  of  all  people’s  rights  and  a  loyal  ally 
of  the  lesbian/gay  community.  Despite  his 
passing,  the  progressive  political  climate  in 
Chicago,  at  large  and  in  the  lesbian/gay 
community,  was  vastly  improved  during  his 
five  years  as  mayor. 

Certainly,  political  organizing  by 
Chicago’s  lesbian/gay  community  is  needed 
now  more  than  ever.  The  current  political 
chaos  in  some  ways  increases  the  potential 
clout  of  groups  like  LGPDO.  In  the  tight 
electoral  races  beginning  in  the  fall  of  1988, 
the  lesbian/gay  vote  may  be  a  decisive  factor 
for  progressive  candidates.  Already  Aider- 
man  Bernie  Hansen,  a  conservative  who 
represents  the  largely  gay  44th  Ward,  has 
begun  courting  the  lesbian/gay  community. 
Although  Washington’s  death  is  a  tragic 
loss,  renewed  activism  among  members  of 
the  coalition  he  built  may  be  enough  to  sus¬ 
tain  the  growth  of  the  progressive  move¬ 
ment  in  both  Chicago  and  its  lesbian/gay 
community.  □ 


Correction 

In  last  week’s  article  “Why  look  at 
HIV?”  a  production  error  resulted  in  the 
misquote  of  Peter  Duesberg.  His  work  was 
called  “provocative”  and  “logically  consis¬ 
tent”  by  reviewers. 


State  to  trample  teen 
abortion  rights 

Pro-choice  activists  decry  measure  that  would  allow  parents 
greater  influence  over  their  daughters’  lives. 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 


BOSTON  —  A  parental  consent  law 
limiting  the  reproductive  rights  of  teenage 
women  in  Massachusetts  could  soon 
become  even  more  restrictive.  A  bill  current¬ 
ly  before  the  state  Senate  would  allow 
parents  to  testify  in  court  deliberations  that 
determine  whether  a  minor  is  mature 
enough  to  make  her  own  decision  about  an 
abortion.  Present  law,  in  effect  since  1977, 
requires  that  Massachusetts  women  under 
18  obtain  the  consent  of  both  parent  or  a 
judge  to  have  an  abortion.  Currently,  hear¬ 
ings  are  closed  to  minors’  parents. 


Pro-choice  advocates  in  Massachusetts,  a 
state  with  one  of  the  most  conservative 
records  on  abortion,  are  struggling  to  com- 


Barbara  Bolten  of  NOW  joins  other  demonstrators 
at  the  Mass.  State  House  on  Dec.  21  to  protest  a 
bill  restricting  abortion  rights  for  teenagers 


Bill  doomed 

Mass.  Gov.  Michael  Dukakis 
gay  rights  legislation 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  With  only  a  week  and  a  half 
remaining  in  the  current  legislative  session, 
the  Massachusetts  gay  rights  bill  teeters  on 
the  brink  of  collapse.  Several  senators  have 
recently  switched  their  votes  to  favor  dis¬ 
charging  the  measure  from  the  Committee 
on  Third  Reading,  but  the  latest  tallies  still 
fall  far  short  of  the  two-thirds  Senate  ma¬ 
jority  required  to  move  the  bill  forward. 

Governor  Michael  Dukakis,  stumping 
hard  on  the  U.S.  presidential  campaign 
trail,  remains  allegedly  supportive  of  the 
anti-discrimination  legislation  which  would 
provide  protections  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men  in  housing,  employment,  public  ac¬ 
commodation  and  credit.  However,  Dukak¬ 
is  has  yet  to  use  his  clout  to  pressure  Senate 
Pres  William  Bulger  (D-South  Boston)  to 
discharge  the  bill  from  the  committee, 
chaired  by  bill  opponent  Arthur  Lewis 
(D- Jamaica  Plain).  Dukakis’  apparent  reti¬ 
cence  on  the  matter,  coupled  with  his  anti¬ 
gay  stance  on  foster  care,  has  stirred  protest 
in  lesbian/gay  communities  throughout  the 
U.S.  For  example,  a  spokesperson  from  a 
Des  Moines  lesbian  and  gay  coalition 
reported  that  a  recent  appearance  by 
Dukakis  in  Iowa  drew  about  200  demon¬ 
strators  criticizing  his  stance  on  various  les¬ 
bian/gay  concerns. 

“People  all  over  the  country  are  watching 
this  bill,”  said  Ann  Robbart,  a  lesbian  ac¬ 
tivist  affiliated  with  both  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Gay  and  Lesbian  Political  Caucus 
(MGLPC)  and  the  Greater  Boston  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Political  Alliance  (GBL/GPA). 
“Dukakis  is  not  getting  the  gay  vote.  Now 
that  Simon  has  signed  on  the  federal  gay 
rights  bill,  people  have  another  option.” 

Robbart  refers  to  the  recent  support 
presidential  contender  Sen.  Paul  Simon 
(D-Illinois)  has  expressed  for  proposed 
federal  legislation  banning  discrimination 


bat  the  proposed  legislation.  A  demonstra¬ 
tion  convened  by  the  Boston-based 
Reproductive  Rights  Network  (R2N2)  drew 
a  coalition  of  groups  to  the  State  House 
steps  on  December  21  to  protest  bill  2375. 
The  measure,  heavily  pushed  by  the  “pro- 
family”  Massachusetts  Citizens  for  Life, 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives  earlier 
this  month  by  an  111-40  vote. 

Approximately  30  people  picketed  during 
the  noon  hour  to  call  attention  to  the  bill 
some  called  an  underhanded  attack  on  abor¬ 
tion  rights.  Several  protesters  accused  the 
state  of  trying  to  push  through  legislation  in 
the  final  weeks  of  the  session,  when  atten¬ 
tion  is  diverted  by  a  rush  of  pressing  issues. 
If  the  Senate  votes  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  ex¬ 
pected,  it  goes  for  final  approval  to  Gov. 
Michael  Dukakis.  He  has  not  indicated  his 
position  on  the  matter. 

Similar  battles  over  the  abortion  rights  of 
minors  are  underway  in  other  states.  Pro- 
choice  proponents  around  the  nation  are 
watching  the  hearings  to  confirm  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  nominee  Anthony  Kennedy. 
Given  a  recent  4-4  Court  deadlock  on  an 
abortion  ruling,  Kennedy’s  confirmation 
would  give  him  the  tie-breaking  vote  on 
reproductive  rights  decisions  before  the  high 
bench.  In  his  judicial  career,  Kennedy  has 
never  had  occasion  to  rule  on  abortion, 
though  he  has  expressed  skepticism  about 
constitutional  protections  of  “sexual 
privacy”  for  youth  under  18.  He  has  also, 
however,  cited  Roe  v.  Wade,  the  1973  land¬ 
mark  case  that  legalized  abortion,  without 
criticism. 

While  progressives  have  decried 
Kennedy’s  record  on  comparable  worth,  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  rights,  and  issues  affecting 
people  of  color,  his  stance  on  abortion  has 
been  called  a  “wild  card”  by  some  political 
pundits.  Because  of  his  unpredictability  on 
the  issue,  Kennedy  has  garnered  distrust 
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at  year’s  end 

draws  fire  for  failing  to  move 


on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation.  Chris 
Riddiough,  executive  director  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Democratic  Clubs,  praised  Simon  for  co¬ 
sponsoring  the  bill,  but  said  “his  voting 
record  is  not  perfect.”  Among  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  candidates,  Riddiough  cited  Jesse 
Jackson  as  clearly  most  supportive  on  les¬ 
bian/gay  issues,  and  chided  Dukakis  as 
“among  the  weakest.”  She  stated  her  belief 
that  front  contenders  must  be  mindful  of  the 
lesbian  and  gay  vote. 

Robbart  agreed,  claiming  that  Simon’s 
move  may  force  Dukakis  into  more 
aggressive  pro-gay  action  on  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  bill.  “Dukakis  would  be  the  key,” 
Robbart  stated,  “in  cutting  a  deal  with 
[Senate  President]  Bulger.” 

Dick  Kendall,  legislative  director  for 
Dukakis,  told  GCN  the  governor  continues 
to  support  the  gay  rights  bill.  He  claimed 
that  Dukakis  has  lobbied  senators  and  “had 
conversations  with  Bulger.”  Kendall  would 
not  specify  if  Dukakis  has  more  concrete 
plans  for  moving  the  bill  in  the  next  two 
weeks. 

GPL/GPA  member  Michael  M.  Scully 
spoke  harshly  of  Dukakis’  inaction  on  the 
bill,  which  has  been  stalled  in  committee 
since  initial  Senate  approval  on  Nov.  23. 
“We’d  like  to  emphasize,”  Scully  said, 
“that  at  this  point  Dukakis  is  the  only  one 
who  can  move  the  bill.  If  he  can’t  exert 
pressure  over  a  very  Democratic  Senate 
[32-8],  how  can  he  expect  to  influence  Con¬ 
gress  as  President  of  the  United  States?  Isn’t 
it  ironic,  isn’t  it  disgusting,  that  five  out  of 
eight  of  the  Senate  Republicans  have  voted 
to  discharge  the  bill,  while  a  smaller  percen¬ 
tage  of  the  Democrats  have  come  through?” 

Scully  added  that  the  GBL/GPA,  work¬ 
ing  along  with  the  MGLPC,  is  making  every 
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How  about  those  dental 
dams? 

A  survey  of  educators  gives  mixed  reviews  on  whether  the 
latex  squares  are  useful  or  effective,  if  you  can  get  hold  of 
them  at  all 


By  Marea  Murray 

BOSTON  —  A  November  survey  of 
health  professionals  and  educators  regard¬ 
ing  dental  dams  revealed  no  consensus 
about  the  use  or  effectiveness  of  the  latex 
barriers  for  lesbian,  bisexual  or  straight 
women  who  may  be  at  risk  for  HIV  infec¬ 


tion.  The  survey  consisted  of  a  poll  of  ten 
practitioners  and  educators  working  in  fem¬ 
inist  women’s  health  centers,  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Department  of  Public  Health  and 
other  sources  around  the  country,  under¬ 
taken  by  the  Alternative  Tests  Site  (ATS) 
staff  at  Boston’s  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center  (FCHC).  According  to  ATS, 
no  printed  information  is  available  on  this 
subject. 

All  of  the  health  workers  surveyed  by 
FCHC  had  heard  of  dental  dams  and  many 
said  they  speak  with  their  clients  about 
them.  In  a  December  memorandum  on  the 
survey,  ATS  said  some  of  the  people  inter¬ 
viewed  reported  that  clients  raised  the  sub¬ 


ject  of  dental  dams.  Some  reported  they 
were  unsure  about  the  appropriateness  of 
recommending  dams,  unsure  how  to  use  the 
squares  of  latex,  or  unsure  of  agency 
policies  about  speaking  with  women  and 
men  about  dental  dams.  Dams,  usually  six- 
inch  squares,  can  be  placed  over  a  woman’s 
vaginal  area  as  a  barrier  to  oral  contact  with 
the  woman’s  vaginal  secretions  during  oral 
sex. 

According  to  the  memorandum,  a  topic 
apparently  not  covered  in  the  survey  was 
whether  oral-anal  contact  (rimming)  is  risky 
behavior  for  women  or  men.  And  if  it  is, 
could  dental  dams’  use  prevent  H1V- 
transmission? 

Educators,  finding  that  dental  dams  are 
not  readily  available  for  purchase,  said  they 
refer  their  clients  to  the  companies  which 
manufacture  dental  dams  or  to  other  AIDS 
organizations  they  assumed  could  supply 
them.  None  of  the  health  centers  surveyed 
—  including  the  Fenway  —  sell  or  are 
prepared  to  provide  more  than  a  sample 
dental  dam  to  clients. 

Opinions  among  those  surveyed  varied 
about  when  and  if  dental  dam  use  is  ad¬ 
visable.  The  majority  agreed  that  partners, 
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Controversy  emerges 
about  how  to  fight 
LaRouche 

California  activists  charge  gay  federation  ’  with  adopting 
exclusive  strategy 


By  Chris  Bull 

LOS  ANGELES  —  The  return  of  the 
LaRouche  AIDS  quarantine  initiative  to 
California  has  sparked  controversy  in  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community  about  how  to 
address  the  homophobic  legislation. 

Several  activists  expressed  concern  that  an 
elite,  self-styled  “federation”  of  gay  and 
lesbian  leaders  are  planning  strategy  behind 
closed  doors.  Update,  a  San  Diego  gay  and 
lesbian  weekly,  claims  that  the  federation, 
led  by  Eric  Rofes  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Services  Center  in  Los  Angeles,  is  guilty  of 
“high-handed  tactics”  and  has  downplayed 
the  importance  of  fighting  LaRouche.  Up¬ 
date,  in  a  Dec.  9  article,  “Activists  Not  to 
Oppose  LaRouche,”  said  an  important 
Dec.  5  strategy  meeting  of  50  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  leaders,  many  of  whom  played  an  im¬ 
portant  role  in  defeating  the  ’86  LaRouche 
initiative,  was  closed  to  the  press  as  well  as 
to  many  members  of  the  community. 

Rofes  told  GCN  that  Update  “didn’t 
have  a  lot  of  information”  and  didn’t 
understand  the  issues.  He  explained  that  the 
initial  strategy  meeting,  held  at  the 
Hollywood  Roosevelt  Hotel,  was  closed  in 
order  to  keep  strategy  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  right-wing.  An  open  meeting  will  be  held 
January  9  at  the  San  Francisco  Women’s 
Building. 

Rofes  told  GCN,  “We  feel  that  we  can’t 
run  the  same  campaign  again.  It  cost  us 
three  million  of  the  community’s  dollars  and 
it  was  very  draining.  There  will  be  lots  of 
organizing  going  on  at  the  grass  roots  level, 
which  can  be  just  as  effective.  Money  does 
not  buy  a  campaign.”  He  explained  that  the 
federation  is  attempting  to  foster  coopera¬ 
tion  among  the  many  gay  and  lesbian 
organizations  throughout  the  state.  Not  un¬ 
til  recently,  he  said,  has  the  state  even  had  a 
state-wide  lobby  group.  The  federation 
hopes  to  provide  an  ongoing  forum  for  the 
community,  according  to  Rofes. 

Rofes  added  that  the  federation  is  more 
concerned  with  bills  sponsored  by  State 
Senator  John  Doolittle,  Rep.  William  Dan- 
nemeyer  (R-Calif.)  and  L. A.  County  Sheriff 
Sherman  Block,  which  call  for  mandatory 
testing  and  take  away  many  of  the  rights  of 
PWAs  (See  GCN,  Vol.  15,  No.  21).  Doolittle 
alone  has  sponsored  ten  AIDS  bills.  They  in¬ 


clude  proposals  for  mandatory  testing  for 
prisoners  and  immigrants,  and  attempt  to 
make  it  a  felony  for  HIV-positive  prostitutes 
who  know  their  antibody  status  to  continue 
work. 

Although  most  activists  claim  the 
LaRouche  initiative  can  be  defeated  easily, 
they  expressed  concern  that  the  measure  makes 
other  repressive  and  anti-gay  AIDS  legisla¬ 
tion  look  legitimate  in  comparison.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  California  Republican  maverick 
Paul  Gann,  who  has  AIDS,  is  sponsoring  an 
initiative  that  closely  resembles  the 
LaRouche  measure;  some  activists  speculate 
that  he  intends  to  denounce  LaRouche  as 
extremist  in  order  to  make  his  own  legisla¬ 
tion  seem  reasonable.  The  federation,  which 
plans  to  meet  every  three  months  to  network 
among  communities  and  organizations  in 
the  state,  will  try  to  expose  this  strategy,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Phill  Wilson,  co-chair  of  Black 
and  White  Men  Together  in  Los  Angeles. 

Wilson,  who  attended  the  closed  meeting, 
said  a  series  of  pro-gay  bills  was  also  plann¬ 
ed  to  deflect  some  attention  from  LaRouche 
and  Gann.  State  Attorney  General  John 
Van  de  Camp  is  backing  an  inititive  that 
would  give  tax  credits  to  corporations  that 
contribute  to  AIDS  research  and  care. 
Wilson  said  this  would  give  people  “a 
chance  to  vote  for  something  positive  in¬ 
stead  of  always  hearing  from  us  about  how 
terrible  the  right  wing  is.” 

Wilson  added  that  a  Los  Angeles  chapter 
of  AIDS  Coalition  To  Unleash  Power  (ACT 
UP)  is  planning  civil  disobedience  around 
the  state  to  combat  increasing  anti-gay 
panic.  The  ACT  UP  civil  disobedience,  in¬ 
cluding  a  Dec.  23  sit-in  at  the  Immigration 
and  Naturalization  Service  office  to  protest 
mandatory  testing  for  immigrants,  is  intend¬ 
ed  to  radicalize  the  community.  He  said  that 
the  “old  guard,”  which  includes  the 
Municipal  Election  Committee  of  Los 
Angeles  and  the  Stonewall  Democratic  Club 
as  well  as  some  members  of  the  federation, 
appeals  to  the  political  mainstream  by  pro¬ 
jecting  an  image  of  “we  are  no  different 
than  you  are”  and  by  lavishing  money  on 
politicians.  The  “old  guard”  is  reluctant  to 
include  women  and  people  of  color  and  re- 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN 
THREE  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


Our  humanity  remains 

Dear  GCN: 

After  reading  the  letter  sent  by  the  “con¬ 
cerned  lesbian  subscriber,”  I  just  had  to 
speak  out.  GCN  has  done  so  much  for  me 
and  the  other  gay  men  that  share  the  paper 
with  me  that  I  couldn’t  just  let  her  words  go 
by. 

GCN  is  one  of  the  all  too  few  places  where 
a  gay  person  in  prison  can  find  support, 
honest  reporting  of  what  is  really  going  on  in 
the  outside  world,  and  most  importantly 
that  we  still  matter,  that  we  haven’t  lost  our 
humanity,  our  capacity  to  grow  and  love, 
even  in  here. 

This  person  seems  to  feel  that  every  per¬ 
son  who  has  been  convicted  of  a  crime  is  tru¬ 
ly  guilty,  and  therefore  due  no  more  con¬ 
sideration  by  the  free  world.  She  should  ask 
some  of  her  public  defender  friends  how 
many  people  find  themselves  free  only  after 
appealing  a  conviction.  I  wonder  where 
these  people  fit  in  her  scheme. 

Speaking  for  myself,  GCN  has  been  a  god 
send  to  me,  kept  me  strong  and  sane 
through  all  the  hell  I’ve  gone  through  since 
coming  to  prison,  made  me  grow  in  a 
knowledge  of  myself  as  a  gay  person  that 
was  unavailable  anywhere  else.  What  GCN 
does  for  prisoners  is  an  act  of  love,  all  the 
more  precious  because  it’s  done  despite  the 
many  voices  of  the  narrow-minded  who 
refuse  to  admit  that  our  humanity  remains, 
even  past  the  prison  gates. 

I’m  not  afraid  to  sign  my  name  to  my 
words. 

Sincerely, 
Vernon  Maulsby 
_  Box  244,  Y-4429 

Graterford,  PA  19426 

Pat  Robertson  :  American 
nightmare 

Dear  GCN: 

I  tore  my  jockey  strap  asunder,  sat  down 
naked  before  my  cold,  ash-covered  fire¬ 
place,  and  rocked  back  and  forth  mourn¬ 
fully,  when  I  heard  Pat  Robertson  was  going 
to  run  for  president  and  bring  the  American 
dream  to  all  those  who  deserved  it. 

As  a  gay  person,  I  knew  on  which  side  of 
the  deserving  Pat  Robertson  would  put  me. 
My  portion  of  the  American  dream  would 
be  a  heaping  serving  of  the  American 
nightmare  that  the  Judeo-Christians  bring 
to  the  groups  of  people  they  scapegoat  —  a 
nightmare  of  slums  and  joblessness.  That 
picure  made  me  rise  up  in  anger,  with  all  the 
strength  of  an  angry  man  ready  for  a  fight. 

Pat  Robertson  and  his  ilk  will  not  visit 
sackcloth  and  ashes  on  me,  so  long  as  I  have 
the  strength  to  struggle  for  gay  rights  and 
can  stand  up,  fight,  and  win  —  and  with  the 
winning  hold  my  head  high  with  the  pride  of 
accomplishment  that  is  gay  pride.  What  the 
fundamentalists  of  any  religion  don’t  under¬ 
stand  is  that  GAY  PRIDE  is  the  pride  of  be¬ 
ing  a  winner.  They  are  proud  of  their  win¬ 
ning.  And  gay  people  are  too. 

We  shall  win  in  the  overcoming  of 
political  oppression,  and  we  shall  know  the 
pride  of  taking  our  place  in  a  rational 
human  society,  made  better  by  our  efforts 
and  our  talents. 

_  Ron  Zeh 

Albany,  NY 

The  strange  experience  of 
feeling  invisible 

Dear  GCN: 

I  only  recently  came  across  your  wonder¬ 
ful  coverage  of  lesbian  history  at  the 
Berkshire  Conference,  in  your  issue  dated 
September  20-26,  1987.  Please  forgive  this 
tardy  response. 

I  was  delighted  to  see  news  coverage  of  the 
Berkshire  Conference,  which  is  both  an  ex¬ 
tremely  important  forum  for  lesbian  history 


and  culture  and  also,  I  sometimes  suspect, 
one  of  the  best  kept  secrets  in  the  lesbian 
community.  I  was  especially  glad  to  see  your 
headline,  “Aunt  Lily  Was  a  Lesbian,” 
taken  from  the  title  of  the  panel  that  I  work¬ 
ed  on. 

When  I  read  the  article,  however,  I  had 
the  strange  experience  of  feeling  invisible.  I 
wouldn’t  want  to  take  away  any  credit  from 
Liz  Kennedy,  who  coordinated  all  of  the  les¬ 
bian  history  programs  at  the  conference,  or 
from  the  wonderful  Deb  Edel  of  the  Lesbian 
Herstory  Archives,  who  jointly  organized 
and  co-chaired  “Aunt  Lily  Was  a  Lesbian” 
with  me.  Nevertheless,  I  was  very  disap¬ 
pointed  that  neither  SAGE  nor  I  was  men¬ 
tioned  in  Pat  Gozemba’s  article. 

“Aunt  Lily  Was  a  Lesbian”  was  a  joint 
program  of  the  Lesbian  Herstory  Archives 
and  the  SAGE  History  Project,  and  I  shared 
the  responsibility  of  organizing  and  chairing 
the  panel  with  Deb.  Gerry  Faier,  who  spoke 
on  the  panel,  is  a  member  of  SAGE’s  Board 
of  Directors,  an  activist,  and  a  proud  Old 
Lesbian. 

SAGE  (Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  Environ¬ 
ment,  Inc.),  based  in  New  York  City,  is  the 
oldest  and  largest  organization  addressing 
the  needs  of  lesbian  and  gay  elders.  The 
SAGE  History  Project  is  a  New  York  City 
community  project  to  record  and  preserve 
the  life  history  of  gay  elders,  share  research, 
and  create  public  programs  on  gay  history. 
We  undertook  the  Berkshire  Conference 
program  partly  to  increase  our  visibility 
among  lesbians  and  all  who  are  working  on 
lesbian  and  gay  history.  GCN  readers  who 
would  like  to  know  more  about  SAGE  in 
general,  or  about  the  SAGE  History  pro¬ 
ject,  can  write  to  me  at  SAGE,  208  West 
13th  Street,  New  York,  NY  10011. 

Thanks  for  setting  the  record  “straight.” 
Keep  up  the  good  work. 

Sincerely, 
Nan  Cinnater 

■  New  York,  NY 

Love  and  sex  in  Japan  is  one 
woman’s  experience 

Dear  GCN: 

We  were  glad  to  see  your  interview  with 
Mayumi  Tomihara  (December  6  issue).  It  is 
wonderful  to  see  reporting  about  Asian  les¬ 
bians.  Although  there  are  Japanese  dykes 
living  in  Boston,  it  is  a  rare  occasion  when  a 
lesbian  activist  comes  to  town  to  tell  us  what 
is  happening  these  days  in  Japan.  There’s  a 
lot  we  can  learn  from  these  types  of  ex¬ 
changes. 

Tomihara’s  group  is  doing  important 
work  in  Tokyo,  publishing  a  newletter  that’s 
desperately  needed  by  women,  many  of 
whom  live  in  isolation  in  a  fiercely  patriar¬ 
chal  culture. 

We  would  like  to  add  a  note  of  caution, 
however.  The  interview  reflects  one 
woman’s  personal  experience,  and  although 
it’s  tempting  to  do,  it  is  misleading  to  think 
that  her  story  represents  “Lesbian  love  and 


Both  of  us  have  lived  in 
Japan  and  each  of  us  was 
welcomed  into  the  lesbian 
community.  We  gained  a 
sense  of  its  longstanding 
history  in  Japan. 


sex  in  Japan.” 

Both  of  us  have  lived  in  Japan  and  each  of 
us  was  welcomed  into  the  lesbian  communi¬ 
ty.  We  gained  a  sense  of  its  longstanding 
history  in  Japan.  Within  the  radical  feminist 
tradition,  Japanese  lesbians  have  been  very 
active  in  ways  similar  to  lesbians  in  the  U.S. 
In  fact,  our  experience  is  that  lesbians  are 
prominent  in  most  of  the  activist  groups  we 
met.  For  instance,  the  Tokyo  Rape  Crisis 
Center  was  staffed  entirely  by  lesbians. 
Wonderful  lesbian  conferences  have  been 
held  regularly  at  the  National  Women’s 
Center  near  Tokyo,  attracting  women  well 
beyond  the  urban  feminist  enclaves  that 
organized  the  events.  A  lot  is  going  on. 

One  more  thing.  Tomihara  represents 
herself  as  affectionally,  but  not  sexually  ac¬ 
tive.  This,  of  course,  is  an  option  in  any 
culture.  But  to  interpret  this  as  a  typical 
behavior  among  Japanese  lesbians  does  a 
disservice  to  their  movement  and  reduces 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


housing  and  employment.”  The  Boston 
HRO  forbids  discrimination  in  employ¬ 
ment,  public  accommodations,  credit  and 
bonding,  and  education  on  the  basis  of, 
among  other  things,  sexual  preference  or 
prior  psychiatric  treatment.  Most  lesbians 
and  gay  men  are  protected  from  discrimina¬ 
tion  in  housing  because  they  are  included  in 
Boston’s  Fair  Housing  Law.  This  distinc¬ 
tion  is  important  to  those  of  us  who  are 
psychiatric  inmates  or  ex-inmates  because  it 
is  legal  to  discriminate  against  us  in  Boston 
in  housing,  but  not  in  the  areas  covered  by 
the  Boston  HRO. 

Second,  the  Boston  HRO  was  passed  by  a 
vote  of  12-1.  Eight  of  the  nine  councilors 
who  voted  not  to  re-appoint  Concilor  Scon- 
dras’  aides  voted  for  the  Human  Rights  Or¬ 
dinance.  Councilor  Kelley,  whom  Scoppet- 
tuolo  cites  as  being  against  tenant’s  rights, 
and  who  has  a  strong  history  of  racism, 
voted  for  the  HRO.  The  Catholic  CHurch’s 
official  lobbyist  called  Councilor  McCor¬ 
mack,  who  was  chair  of  the  committee 
which  had  jurisdiction  over  the  HRO,  and, 
after  an  unpleasant  conversation  with  one 
of  Councilor  McCormack’s  aides,  never 
organized  a  strong  campaign  against  the 
HRO.  The  Christian  Science  Church  did. 

1  know  of  no  attempt  since  the  Boston 
Human  Rights  Ordinance  was  passed  to 
repeal  it.  or  to  gut  it  as  the  councilors  have 
weakened  rent  control.  While  there  is  ample 
evidence  mat  Boston  is  run  by  and  for 
developers,  absentee  landlords,  and  trustees 
of  institutions  through  both  the  mayor  and 
the  councilors,  if  Scoppettuolo  has  evidence 
that  the  U.S.  Attorney’s  office,  the  Catholic 
Church,  or  anti-union  groups  (he  doesn’t 
specify  which)  are  dictating  the  councilor’s 
votes,  he  should  present  it.  Boston  govern¬ 
ment  is  causing  an  unprecedented  displace¬ 
ment  crisis.  Boston  citizens  need  to  know  if 
forces  not  usually  thought  of  as  telling  coun¬ 
cilors  what  to  do  are,  in  fact,  participating  in 
running  our  city. 

Whoever  is  ruling  them  at  the  moment, 
the  councilor’s  should  be  given  credit  for 
Boston’s  Human  Rights  Ordinance.  It  is 
crucial  when  telling  any  political  story  to  be 
as  accurate  as  is  humanly  possible.  Many  of 
us  lack  admiration  for  Councilor  Kelley  and 
are  upset  by  the  Catholic  hierarchy’s  cam¬ 
paign  against  the  Massachusetts  Gay  Rights 
Act,  but  these  feelings  do  not  diminish  the 
need  to  think  clearly  about  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  political  victory. 

Sincerely, 
Jeane  Neville 
Boston,  MA 

Stop  crossing  your  legs, 
Governor 

GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to 
Massachusetts  Governor  Michael  Dukakis: 

Dear  Governor  Dukakis, 

I  am  writing  to  you  because  of  the  ever  in¬ 
creasing  outrage  that  I,  both  as  a  resident  of 
the  Commonwealth  and  a  health  care  pro¬ 
vider,  am  experiencing.  The  etiology  of  my 
dilemma  is  the  inordinate  amount  of  atten¬ 
tion  and  debate  that  is  being  focused  on  one 
little  brochure  being  distributed  to  gay  men 
by  the  AIDS  Action  Committee.  I  will  con¬ 
cede  that  parts  of  the  brochure  could  be  of¬ 
fensive  to  the  general  population;  however, 
the  educational  material  contained  in  it  is 
not  meant  for  school-aged  children  nor  the 


tive  and  bigoted  means  of  education  by  any 
standards. 

Stop  folding  your  arms  and  crossing  your 
legs,  Governor,  because  this  terrible 
epidemic  is  not  going  to  disappear  with 
decreased  funding  and  debate;  it  is  only  go¬ 
ing  to  get  worse.  As  a  nurse  educator  and 
clinician  working  in  a  sexually  transmitted 
disease  clinic,  1  can  personally  testify  to  the 
dramatic  decrease  in  STDs  in  gay  men.  How 
do  you  think  this  came  about?  Do  you  think 
that  gay  men  just  stopped  having  sex  due  to 
the  current  health  crisis?  Absolutely  not. 
We  are  having  safer  sex,  and  we  learned 
about  it  from  the  AAC.  The  Committee 
functions  as  an  invaluable  resource  to  health 
care  providers,  patients,  families,  lovers  and 
friends.  Please  continue  your  support  for 
the  AAC  and  stop  this  ridiculous  debate  be¬ 
fore  more  of  us  die  needlessly. 

Sincerely, 
Kenneth  J.  Trask 
Cambridge,  MA 

Political  furors  over  civil  rights 

GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the 
eleven  Massachusetts  State  Senators  who 
voted  for  the  gay  rights  bill,  but  against 
bringing  the  legislation  out  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Third  Reading  and  to  a  final  vote. 
The  senators  are:  Carol  Amick,  Frederick 
Berry,  Louis  Bertonazzi,  Paul  Doane,  John 
Houston,  William  Keating,  Michael 
LoPresti,  Patricia  McGovern,  Paul  Sheehy, 
Peter  Webber  and  Thomas  White: 

Dear  Senator: 

I  am  writing  to  express  my  dismay  at  your 
failure  to  vote  in  favor  of  releasing  H5469 
from  the  Committee  on  Third  Reading.  I 
have  heard  it  explained  that  the  vote  was 
simply  a  show  of  confidence  for  Senate  lead- 

I  fail  to  understand  how  a 
minority  of  smug,  closed- 
minded,  Catholic  thinking 
separatists  can  be  construed 
as  leadership. 

ership.  I  fail  to  understand  how  a  minority 
of  smug,  closed-minded,  Catholic-thinking 
separatists  can  be  construed  as  leadership  (is 
it  really  true  that  the  Senate  was  formally 
recessed  last  Tuesday  for  the  Feast  of  the 
Assumption?).  From  where  I  sit,  it  is  just 
another  demonstration  that  political  favors 
are  finally  what  governs  this  state,  not  com¬ 
passion  or  understanding  or  caretaking  of 
the  whole  constituency. 

My  civil  rights  are  at  stake  here,  and  I  am 
not  interested  in  whether  President  Bulger 
can  go  home  at  night  under  the  delusion  that 
his  cohorts  in  the  Senate  love  and  respect 
him.  When  the  next  amendment  to  release 
the  bill  for  final  enactment  into  law  occurs,  I 
am  counting  on  you  to  remember  what  the 
bill  is  for  in  the  first  place:  equal  justice 
under  the  law  for  every  citizen  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth. 

Sincerely, 
Dr.  David  M.  Knauf 
Boston,  MA 

Hierarchy  of  the  oppressed 


her  to  a  stereotype  that  many  Japanese  fem¬ 
inists  abhor. 

Let  her  message  speak  for  itself  and  avoid 
headlines  that  tempt  readers  to  generalize. 

Pam  Chamberlain 
_  Nicki  Croghan 

Cambridge,  MA 

Information  our  only  weapon 
against  AIDS 

Dear  GCN: 

Just  finished  reading  the  Dec.  6-12  GCN 
and  I  cannot  believe  the  lack  of  AIDS  or 
AIDS-related  medical  and  political  news. 
This  week  both  the  Bay  Area  Reporter  and 
the  New  York  Native  were  full  of  medical  in¬ 
formation,  including  significant  questions 
about  whether  HIV  is  the/a  causative  agent 
in  AIDS. 

As  we  read  about  Lesbian  Love  in  Japan 
and  movie  reviews,  PWAs  and  PWARCs 
are  being  prescribed  poisons  which  have  no 
know  efficacy,  by  glib  little  interns.  These 
are  very  real  issues;  decisions  are  being  made 
without  the  important  information  which  is 
your  responsibility  as  the  Gay  Community 
News  to  provide. 

I  demand  a  change  to  be  made  in  your 
editorial  policy.  Information  is  our  only 
weapon  against  the  straight  medical  and 
Christian  establishments. 

Sincerely, 

_  James  E.  Sullivan 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 

Insiders  and  Outsiders  United 
(I.O.U.)! 

Dear  GCN: 

It  was  very  painful  for  me  to  sit  in  this  cell 
while  my  brothers  and  sisters  marched  in 
Washington,  and  even  more  painful  to 
realize  that  even  in  this  time  of  calling  the 
‘justice’  department  and  the  court  system  on 
their  homophobia,  the  gay  men  and  lesbians 
in  prison  were  ignored.  We  get  longer 
sentences,  meaner  treatment  inside,  serve 
larger  portions  of  our  maximum  sentences, 
and  have  a  harder  time  getting  any  of  the 
scarce  halfway-house  and  other  ‘coming 
out’  resources  available;  all  these  judgments 
made  by  this  homophobic  system,  with 
special  vengeance  on  those  who  are  up  front 
about  their  gayness,  and  still  many  of  you 
say  (to  yourselves,  if  not  outloud) 
“prisoners  deserve  whatever  they  get  and  I 
don’t  want  to  know  about  it  ...” 

It  is  at  least  as  disappointing  that  we 
prisoners  do  not  bond  together  more  for 
each  others’  support,  encouragement  and 
defense,  especially  when  we  get  out;  and  in¬ 
stead  of  helping  someone  still  inside,  we  just 
lose  contact. 

I  would  like  to  propose  an  idea  so  that  we 
could  become  closer,  maintain  contact,  and 
satisfy  some  of  our  emotional  needs.  Allow 
me  to  share  a  bit  of  my  vision  with  you. 

Outside  contact  is  desperately  needed, 
and  I’m  willing  to  offer  myself  (and  I’m  sure 
some  other  prisoners  are  willing  to  do  the 
same)  as  a  point  of  contact  for  ideas  about 
inside-outside  support,  during  and  after  im¬ 
prisonment. 

Already  I  have  made  contact  with  some¬ 
one  from  New  York  whose  idea  is  to  use  his 
expertise  as  a  painter  and  paper  hanger  to 
develop  jobs  for  those  released.  Some  may 
have  information  about  possible,  temporary 
living  (‘coming  out’)  spaces  for  the  newly 
released,  while  others  could  put  together  in¬ 
fo  on  places  with  clothing  for  free  or  cheap 
etc  etc. 

I  don’t  think  there  is  anyone  who  doesn’t 
have  some  kind  of  talent  or  resource  that 
could  be  very  useful.  As  those  who  are 
helped  get  on  their  feet,  hopefully  they  in 
turn  would  help  those  following  them  out. 

Though  I  am  reaching  out  to  everyone,  I 
am  particularly  calling  on  those  nearing 
release  (as  I  am)  and  who  have  already 
begun  to  taste  the  bitterly  empty  reality  of 
returning  to  the  streets  as  an  ‘ex-con’. 

Let’s  get  together, 
Whitney  Ken  Huster 
PO  Box  700  (6345) 
Jessup,  MD  20794 

Who  runs  Boston’s  City 
Council? 

Dear  GCN: 

I  agree  with  Gerry  Scoppettuolo  about  the 
importance  of  remembering  history,  but  I 
wish  he  were  more  accurate. 

First,  the  Boston  Human  Rights  Or¬ 
dinance  does  not  “protect  our  rights  to 


Do  you  think  that  gay  men 
just  stopped  having  sex  due 
to  the  current  health  crisis? 
Absolutely  not.  We  are 
having  safer  sex,  and  we 
learned  about  it  from  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee. 

Junior  League  of  Brookline  —  it  is  intended 
to  teach  gay  men  how  to  avoid  spreading 
and  contracting  Human  Immunodeficiency 
Virus  throbgh  sexual  relations.  Period. 

To  even  think  about  decreasing  or  defun¬ 
ding  the  AAC  is  both  inhumane  and  hateful. 
To  deliberately  not  provide  accurate  infor¬ 
mation  to  a  specific  segment  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  —  gay  men  —  that  will  serve  to  save  our 
lives,  is  tantamount  to  genocide.  AIDS  is 
primarily  a  sexually  transmitted  disease  and 
to  not  focus  on  the  documented  routes  of 
transmission  —  however  distasteful  they 
may  be  to  some  legislators  —  is  an  ineffec¬ 


GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the  Boston 
Globe; 

Editors: 

The  lead  editorial  of  the  Boston  Globe  on 
November  25th  has  raised  the  spectre  of  “a 
hierarchy  of  the  oppressed,”  claiming  that 
“anti-gay  discrimination  cannot  compare 
with  the  overt  and  profound  bigotry  facing 
blacks  and  other  minorities.” 

Is  the  Globe  trying  to  say  this  to  gay 
blacks  thrown  into  special  holding  pens  in 
the  armed  services  for  dishonorable  dis¬ 
charge?  or  to  black  gay  children  thrown  out 
the  house  by  their  own  parents?  or  to  gay 
black  Baptists  doomed  to  damnation  by 
their  own  church?  or  to  gay  children  beaten 
in  alleyways  by  a  gang  just  because  the  child 
has  been  branded  a  “faggot?” 

The  Globe  editorial  staff,  obviously  has 
no  historical  grasp  of  the  vilification,  the 
oppression  and  the  humiliation  which 
homosexuals  have  suffered,  indeed  the  sup¬ 
pression  of  their  historical  contributions  to 
civilization  they  have  suffered  right  in  the 
pages  of  the  Boston  Globel  If  the  Globe 
does  not  understand  that  homosexuals  are 
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part  of  all  of  us,  it  doesn’t  even  know 
who  the  homosexuals  of  our  Common¬ 
wealth  are.  Is  the  Globe  suggesting  that 
homosexuals  haven’t  been  insulted  and 
humiliated  enough  to  make  them  a  full- 
fledged,  flag-waving  “minority?” 

David  W.  Coulter,  a  founder  of  the  En¬ 
cyclopedia  Homophilica  and  the  man  who 
coined  the  ironic  phrase  “Hierarchy  of  the 
oppressed,”  was  murdered  by  a  “minority” 
homophobe  in  Boston  in  1975.  The  Boston 
Police  Department  Homicide  Division,  part 
and  parcel  of  the  Vice  Squad  that  has  been 
extorting  money  from  homosexuals  for  gen¬ 
erations,  threw  the  photographs  of  his 
strangled  corpse  at  me,  asking,  rather 
rhetorically,  “What  do  you  expect?  He  was 
a  faggot.”  Is  this  what  the  Globe  would  call 
covert  or  unprofound  bigotry  —  or  what? 

In  1969,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  gay  riots  in 
New  York,  Coulter  made  the  pungent  but 
brilliant  comment  that  “Homosexuals  are 
the  blacks’  own  niggers,  the  Jews’  own 
kykes,  the  Italians’  own  guineas,  the  Mex¬ 
icans’  own  gringos.  Homosexuals  are  the 
fags  of  their  own  families.”  The  Globe,  in 
1969,  refused  to  print  that  phrase  because  it 
was  “offensive  language.”  What,  one  might 
ask,  is  worse  than  offensive  language  if  it  is 
not  offense  itself? 

No,  homosexuals  do  not  constitute  a 
“minority”;  they  are  the  scapegoats  and  the 
victims  of  minorities  —  just  as  surely  as  they 
are  the  “faggots”  and  the  “lezzies”  of  the 
majority.  Until  the  Globe  has  any  grasp  of 
gay  history  —  and  the  torture  and  murder 
and  vilification  perpetrated  upon  it  —  and 
the  disdain  which  homosexuals  still  suffer 
unjustly  in  our  society,  it  can  understand 
neither  the  depth  of  gay  suffering  nor  the 
courage  it  has  taken  to  survive  homophobia. 
And  until  the  Globe  has  any  understanding 
of  gay  suffering,  it  should  refrain  from  ir¬ 
responsibly  discounting  it  merely  so  it  does 
not  have  to  bear  any  responsibility  for  it. 

Richard  Dey 
Charlestown,  MA 


We’re  off 
to  rest 

Frustrated  that  you  can  never  finish  one  issue  of 
GCN  before  the  next  one  arrives?  Now  is  your 
chance  to  catch  up,  as  GCN  closes  for  its  annual 
winter  vacation,  December  28-January  4.  Have  a 
good,  queer  New  Year. 

Thank  you 
Ten  Percent 
Revue  and 
Boston’s  Club 
Cabaret.. 

for  the  GCN  benefit  performance,  Sunday 
December  20.  The  humor,  poignancy  and  politics  of 
Ten  Percent  Revue  continue  to  delight  even  those 
of  us  who  have  seen  the  show  four  times.  GCN  ap¬ 
preciates  your  support. 
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Abortion 

Continued  from  page  3 

from  such  disparate  sources  as  conservative 
Sen.  Jesse  Helms  (R-NC)  and  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  (NOW).  Many  of 
the  established  liberal  groups  that  opposed 
the  confirmation  of  Robert  Bork  have  taken 
no  formal  stand  on  Kennedy,  though  some 
individuals  have  expressed  vehement  op¬ 
position  to  his  nomination. 

Said  Barbara  Bolten,  vice-president  for 
public  relations  of  Boston  NOW,  “Ken¬ 
nedy’s  not  as  loud  or  outspoken  as  Bork, 
but  his  philosophy  is  just  the  same.  He’s  a 
part  of  Reagan’s  right-wing  agenda.  Ken¬ 
nedy  has  ignored  or  condoned  some  of  the 
worst  blatant  sex  discrimination  cases  in 
court.” 

Bolten  said  she  fears  that  Kennedy’s 
tendency  to  rule  against  women  poses  an 
overall  threat  to  reproductive  rights.  Susan 
Worgaftik,  from- the  Boston  chapter  of  the 
Alliance  Against  Women’s  Oppression, 
agreed.  “The  proposed  inclusion  of  Ken¬ 
nedy  on  the  Supreme  Court  is  the  latest  at¬ 
tempt  by  the  government  to  restrict 
women’s  rights,”  she  said.  Worgaftik  ex¬ 
plained  that  her  group,  a  nationwide  anti¬ 
racist  women’s  organization,  has  joined 
with  NOW  and  other  groups  in  Boston  to 
fight  the  proposed  state  bill  attacking  the 
rights  of  minors. 

“The  gradual  narrowing  of  existing 
legislation  is  one  way  that  the  new  right  is 
whittling  away  at  abortion  rights,”  Worgaf¬ 
tik  stated.  “The  issues  particularly  affect  a 
large  number  of  poor  women  and  women  of 
color.  This  new  state  bill  is  clearly  a  racist  at¬ 
tack  against  these  teenagers.” 

She  explained  her  view  that  the  media 
perpetuate  a  false  impression  that  teenage 
pregnancy  dispropotionately  occurs 
among  women  of  color.  In  fact,  Worgaftik 
said,  incidents  of  unwanted  pregnancy 
among  young  women  of  color  have  decreas¬ 
ed  relative  to  the  population  since  1960.  She 
said  she  believes  more  restrictions  on  access 
to  abortion  will  intimidate  teenagers  already 
frightened  by  pregnancy  and  possible  family 
censure.  Young  women  who  may  be  unin¬ 
formed  about  their  choices  could  be  further 
confused  by  the  new  legislation,  according 
to  Worgaftik. 

She  and  Bolten  were  among  the  protesters 
at  the  Dec.  21  demonstration.  Gay  men  and 
lesbians  joined  the  picketers,  citing  connec¬ 
tions  between  the  legislature’s  attempt  to 
limit  reproductive  rights  and  current  stalling 
on  enactment  of  a  Massachusetts  gay  rights 
bill.  “They’re  both  examples  of  bigotry  by 
the  state  that  we  find  inexcusable,”  Bolten 
said.  “The  legislature  has  a  tendency  to 
trample  individual  rights.” 

Bolten  added  she  finds  it  outrageous  that 
Sen.  Arthur  Lewis  (D-Jamaica  Plain)  is  ig¬ 
noring  his  constituency  and  blocking  further 
action  on  the  gay  rights  bill.  Hilary  Roberts 
of  R2N2  also  stated  that  the  stalemate  on 
pro-gay  legislation  reflects  the  same  attitue 
that  encourages  erosion  of  abortion  rights. 
In  a  brief  speech  to  the  assembled  pro¬ 
testers,  Roberts  said,  “There  is  a  subtle  at¬ 
tack  happening  on  all  our  rights.  It’s  no 
coincidence  that  the  gay  rights  bill  is  being 
squelched  while  more  vulnerable  women  are 
slowly  losing  access  to  abortion.  The  bill 
before  the  Senate  violates  teens’  constitu¬ 
tional  rights....  We  don’t  believe  that  family 
communication  can  be  legislated.” 

The  proposed  law  would  not  require  the 
court  to  notify  parents,  but  would  allow 
them  access  to  the  proceedings  for  the  first 
time.  Jamie  Sabino,  who  heads  a  panel  of 
attorneys  representing  minors  in  abortion 
hearings,  said  the  bill  could  frighten  young 
women  away  from  the  court  process.  Cur¬ 
rently,  about  700  to  900  minors  unable  to 
obtain  parental  consent  seek  court  permis¬ 
sion  each  year.  According  to  Sabino,  many 
of  these  young  women  already  have  severe 
family  problems  at  home.  She  explained 
that  she  believes  the  so-called  “pro-family” 
bill  will  only  add  an  additional  burden  to 
already  vulnerable  teenagers. 

“Every  step  of  the  way,  teens  are  being 
hampered  in  their  efforts  to  seek  informa¬ 
tion  about  abortion,”  said  Marlene  Fried  of 
R2N2.  “Schools  are  hesitant  to  provide  in¬ 
formation  —  it’s  similar  to  the  current 
hysteria  concerning  education  about 
sexually-transmitted  diseases.  Kids  are  con¬ 
fused.  The  confidentiality  of  court  hearings 
are  threatened  by  the  bill.” 

Fried  added  that  the  state  legislature  has 
always  been  “out  of  synch”  with  the 
public’s  attitude  on  reproductive  rights. 
Ideally,  she  said,  steps  should  be  taken  to 
rescind  the  1977  law  requiring  parental  con¬ 
sent,  a  regulation  existing  in  varied  form  in 
15  states.  Fried  chided  the  Catholic  Church 
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for  exerting  a  disproportionate  influence 
against  reproductive  rights  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  a  state  she  believes  is  largely  pro- 
choice.  Although  she  expressed  that  the 
Senate  will  reject  the  bill,  Fried  said  she 
hoped  the  demonstration  would  help  edu¬ 
cate  people  about  growing  restrictions  on 
reproductive  rights  for  young  women.  □ 

Dams 

Continued  from  page  3 

regardless  of  risk  for  HIV  infection,  should 
refrain  from  oral  sex  with  a  woman  who  is 
menstruating  in  order  to  avoid  oral  contact 
with  menstrual  blood.  Beyond  that,  those 
surveyed  were  unclear  whether  oral  sex  with 
a  woman  who  is  HIV-positive  or  with  a 
woman  who  has  engaged  in  any  risky 
behavior  is  unsafe. 

One  practitioner  said  the  epidemiology  of 
hepatitis  B  and  gonorrhea  have  proven  to 
be  the  most  accurate  indicators  of  who  will 
be  affected  by  HIV  and  by  what  means.  She 
added  that  neither  of  these  infections  have 
been  traditionally  serious  health  problems 
for  lesbians  who  only  have  sex  with  other 
women.  If  there  is  any  risk  of  transmission 
through  mucus,  she  states  it  would  only  be 
through  the  eyes  since  saliva  kills  the  gonor¬ 
rheal  virus  before  it  can  travel  into  the  body 
and  be  exposed  to  unprotected  membranes. 
She  suggested  undertaking  research  on  the 
incidence  of  gonorrhea  and  hepatitis  B  as 
sexually  transmitted  disease  (STD)  between 
women  who  only  have  sex  with  other 
women. 

Some  of  those  surveyed  also  expressed 
concern  that  discussion  of  dental  dams 
deflects  attention  from  the  issue  of  IV-drug 
use  among  lesbians.  Although  statistics  on 
the  numbers  of  lesbians  who  have  AIDS  are 
not  compiled  by  the  Centers  for  Disease 
Control,  lesbians  do,  in  fact,  get  AIDS.  The 
frequency  of  HIV-transmission  between 
lesbians  through  IV-drug  use  should  not  be 
overshadowed  by  concern  that  main  mode 
of  HIV-transmission  between  lesbians  is 
sexual.  Some  health  educators  also  view  the 
use  of  dental  dams  as  another  way  to  compli¬ 
cate  sex  for  lesbians  and  other  women  without 
benefit  of  adequate  information  about  their 
effectiveness  as  a  barrier  to  STD  transmis¬ 
sion.  Evidence  for  this  skepticism,  one  prac¬ 
titioner  stated,  is  the  fact  that  cervical  caps 
and  diaphragms  better  contain  vaginal 
secretions  yet  have  both  proven  ineffective 
as  barriers  to  transmission  of  STDs  between 
women.  She  pointed  out  that  lesbian  health 
concerns  are  often  caught  in  a  gap  between 
gay  men’s  health  (and  safer  sex  information 
geared  to  that  population)  or  reproductive 
health  —  “neither  being  truly  appropriate.” 

Frequent  criticisms  of  dental  dams  cited 
by  those  surveyed  include  their  thickness, 
smell  and  taste.  These  factors  limit  sensa¬ 
tions  during  oral  sex  and  thereby  inhibit 
pleasure.  Without  research  on  dental  dams’ 
effectiveness  in  preventing  the  spread  of 
HIV,  health  practitioners  and  lesbian,  bisex¬ 
ual  and  straight  women  ought  not  to  assume 
that  dental  dams  are  for  vaginas  what  con¬ 
doms  are  for  penises.  The  ATS  group  con¬ 
cludes  that  there  needs  to  be  more  open 
dialogue  about  dental  dams  among  health 
educators,  practitioners,  and  women.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  memorandum,  “Some  level 
of  consensus  on  both  the  role  and  the  prac¬ 
ticality  of  the  dental  dam  needs  to  emerge  so 
that  women  can  be  better  informed.” 

Comments  may  be  directed  to  the  Alter¬ 
native  Test  Site  staff  at  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  16  Haviland  St.,  Boston 
021 16. □ 

LaRouche 

Continued  from  page  3 

jects  civil  disobedience.  A  new  gay/lesbian 
community  is  beginning  to  assert  itself,  said 
Wilson,  by  demanding  rights  for  all,  not  just 
for  rich,  white  men. 

“The  old  guard  fails  to  address  the  anti¬ 
gay  climate  of  today.  Their  philosophy  is 
that  they  are  the  parents  and  we  are  the 
children.  We  feel  that  we  have  to  be  out 
front  protecting  prisoners  and  immigrants 
and  not  just  reacting  when  white  men  are 
threatened.  This  is  a  moral  issue.”  Wilson 
added  that  the  “old  guard’s  strategy  of 
assimilation  and  politics  of  indebtedness” 
led  to  much  of  the  anger  expressed  in  the 
Update  editorial. 

Not  allowing  gay  press  to  attend  the 
meeting  was  a  mistake,  according  to  Wilson. 
“It’s  bullshit  to  treat  the  gay  and  lesbian 
press  like  the  L.A.  Times,  the  gay  press  is 
about  strengthening  the  community,  not 
just  reporting  the  facts.  Nothing  was  said  at 
the  meeting  that  couldn’t  be  known 
anyway,”  said  Wilson. 

□filed  from  Boston 
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DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD. 

13  Years  Gay  Affirmative  Counseling 
for  the  Community 


Phone 

(617) 

266-20' 


69 


42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  02215 


Newbury  Veterinary 
Clinic 

Bruce  R.  Weiner, 
V.M.D. 


272  Huntington  Avenue 

Boston,  MA  02115  U& 
near  Symphony  &  Mass  Ave  T 

Office  Hours  by  Appointment 

Call  266-9269 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4861 
ext.  58 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


The  Holidays  Are 
Depressing 

when  you’re  on  bad  terms 
with  your  family. .  .when  your 
relationship  is  in  trouble. . . 
when  you’re  just  coming  out 
. .  .when  you  feel  alone  and 
unloveable. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


Do  you  wish  you 
could  talk  to  your 
parents  about 
being  gay/lesbian? 


Do  you  feel  alone 
and  want  help 
understanding 
your  gay/lesbian 
child? 


*  Consultations  for 
family  members, 
couples  and 
individuals 


Workshops  & 
support  groups  for 
parents  and/or  sons 
&  daughters 


Day-long  workshop:  Sat.,  Jan. 
Mon.  eve.  series:  Feb.  27-Mar. 
Jean  Chapin  Smith,  LICSW 

straight  parent  of  gay  children 

(617)  876-2113 
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For  Women  Only 

Sometimes  you  need  a  friend,  a 
sympathetic  ear,  a  new  voice  on  the 
telephone.  Well,  you're  always  Among 
Friends.  You  can  join  a  group  conversation 
with  other  women  like  yourself  or  arrange 
for  a  private,  one-on-one  discussion  with 
a  new  acquaintance. 


Among  Friends  t -550-9036 

 7pm-midnight 


Mm  JMfoaps 
•Thanks  for  a  great  pear 


20  for  the  first  minute,  10  each  add'!  minute,  that's  9  minutes  for  1.00 


: 


A  Lesbian  Soap  Opera 


SOMERVILLE 

THEATRE 

Davis  Square,  Somerville 
8:00  pm  each  night 
Doors  open  at  7:00  pm 

Tickets  $  1 0  each  night  or  $  1 6  for 
Fri.  &  Sat. 

$  1 2  each  night  at  the  door. 

Tickets  available  at: 

All  Ticket  Master  Outlets 
Somerville  Theatre  Box  Office 
Call  787-8000  or  write: 

P.O.  Box  461,  W.  Som.  02144 
Food  For  Thought-Jamaica  Plain 


WORLD  PREMIERE 

Fri.  Jan  22  Sat.  Jan  23 

Episodes  1 ,  2  &  3  Episodes  4  8t  5 


OPEN  CAPTIONED 
Ticket  info:  254-3107  TTY  ONLY 
Reduced  Price  Ticket  Info:  628-2831 
WEEKDAYS  9-5  VOICE  ONLY 


Remember  Men 
you’re  always 

Among  Friends 


1-550-9000  twenty-four  hours  a  day 

The  most  successful  conversation  service  for 
men  in  the  617  area  invites  you  to  share  a  few 
minutes  with  other  men  like  yourself. 

Join  a  group  discussion  or  break  off  from 
the  crowd  for  a  private  chat.  You’re  always 
Among  Friends. 


£f)anUs  for  a  great  peat* 


20  for  the  first  minute.  .10  each  add'l  minute,  that's  9  minutes  for  1.00 


Excerpts  from  the  Boston  Globe's 
Stage  Review 


Funny,  riveting 
show  for  gays 
and  straights 

By  Susan  Wilson 

Special  to  the  Globe 

“So  you  think  you  know  what’s  new  in 

Boston  nightlife?...” 

". . .  Tom  Wilson  Weinberg’s  nifty  little 
sledgehammer  of  a  show,  called  ‘The 
Ten  Percent  Revue,’. . .  at  the  new 
Club  Cabaret.  The  ‘Ten  Percent’  part 
comes  from  the  Kinsey  Report’s 
famed  statistic,  that  at  least  one  out 
of  every  10  people  are  gay  or  lesbian. 
The  ‘Revue’  part  comes  from  the 
mind  of  political  activist  and  social 
commentator  Weinberg. . . 


“This  new  production  of  ‘Ten  Percent 
Revue’. . .  is  based  on  almost  two 
dozen  brief  vignettes  chronicling 
the  joys  and  sorrows  of  the  gay 
experience. . . 

“Though  many  of  the  jokes  and  situa¬ 
tions  are  geared  to  an  insider’s  view¬ 
point  and  experiences,  the  messages 
are  universal:  how  does  a  minority 
find  itself,  redefine  itself  and  survive 
in  a  bigoted  world?  Weinberg’s 
answers  are  varied:  we  laugh  (‘Homo 
Haven  Fight  Song’),  we  envy  (‘Not 
Allowed,’  ‘If  I  Were/I’d  Like  to  Be’). . . 
experiment  with  new  ideas  (‘Turkey 
Baster  Baby,’  ‘Safe  Sex  Slut’). . .  and 
we  celebrate  our  growing  numbers 
(‘We’re  Everywhere,’  ‘Gay  Name 
Game’). 

“Though  some  point  is  made  by 
every  scene,  Weinberg’s  success  is 
admittedly  erratic. . .  the  show’s  best 
moments  are  almost  unilaterally  in 
the  funniest  sketches. . .  the  cast 
indulges  in  a  campy  group  reading 
of  tabloid  ‘Personals,’  poking  fun  at 
standard  lines  and  double  standards. 
(‘Gay  White  Male  seeks  same/No 
fats,  ferns,  Blacks,  Jews/. ..or 
bigots!) 

“While  there  are  no  outstanding 
‘stars’. . .  Vocally,  each  can  gener¬ 
ally  handle  Weinberg’s  fascinating 
Broadway-inspired  material.  Visually, 
any  of  the  four  could  be  the  boy  or  girl 
next  door  —  which. . .  is  part  of  the 
point. . . 

“A  perfect  combination,  perhaps,  for 
his  incisive  revue,  where  innocence 
battles  evil  —  and  self  knowledge  is 
the  key  to  survival.  Gay  or  straight 
can  relate  to  that  point,  for  sure.” 


Extended  thru  December  27,  including  a  special 
Christmas  Day  performance.  Performance  at  7:30  p.m. 
December  26,  second  performance  at  10:00  p.m. 

For  tickets  call  536-0972,  or  stop  by  our  Box  Office. 

Club 

C*SareT 

at  the  Chib  Cafe 

209  Columbus  Avenue  at  Berkeley  Street,  Boston  02117 


It’s  true  what  they  say 
about  choir  boys 

Staking  out  our  territory  with  Boston ’s  Gay  Men ’s  Chorus 

By  Frank  K.  Owen 


It’s  an  open  secret  that  lots  of  gay  men 
like  to  sing  in  choral  groups  and  that  they 
form  a  substantial  proportion  of  the 
membership  of  most  choirs  and  choruses. 
Over  the  past  ten  years,  choruses  of  gay  men 
have  become  a  prominent  part  of  the  queer 
cultural  and  social  scene  all  over  the  coun¬ 
try.  Attending  the  Boston  Gay  Men’s 
Chorus’  December  13  “Share  the  Spirit” 
concert  reminded  me  that  this  kind  of 
• .  creative,  artistic 
i'1'1 1 endeavor  is  central  in 
-  the  experience  of 
many  gay  men.  More 
importantly,  however,  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
audience  and  performers  brought  home 
how  crucial  it  is  to  reclaim  and  defend  this 
part  of  our  culture  from  a  mass  culture 
which  would  marginalize  it  or  damn  it  with 
faint  praise. 

Whatever  one’s  opinion  on  the  legendary 
relationship  of  gay  men  to  aesthetic  pur¬ 
suits,  singing  together  has  long  been  a  forum 
for  gay  social  contacts.  You  don’t  have  to 
search  hard  to  find  evidence  that  gay  boys 
like  to  sing  together.  Just  a  few  weeks  ago,  I 
found  out  a  gay  man  in  my  office  sang  from 
elementary  school  through  high  school  in  a 
well-known  choir  of  men  and  boys,  and 
counted  it  as  a  much  more  valuable  ex¬ 
perience  than  four  years  at  his  Ivy  League 
college.  And  in  photos  I’ve  seen  of  choruses 
from  50  or  100  years  ago,  the  number  of 
clearly  gay  men  is  striking.  Similarly,  the  im¬ 
age  of  men  “diddling”  with  little  choir  boys 
is  a  staple  of  musical  lore. 

Choruses  also  provide  one  way  to  come 
out  and  establish  a  gay  identity.  The  sense  of 
group  activity  is  especially  important. 
(Aside  from  the  obvious  communal  at¬ 
mosphere  in  bars  and  some  membership- 
oriented  political  groups,  much  of  gay  male 
culture  still  tends  to  revolve  around  talking 
about  common  interests  and  individual  ar¬ 
tistic  endeavors.)  As  a  15  year  old  gay  kid,  I 
bluffed  my  way  into  a  semi-professional 
choir  to  find  a  place  where  I  could  finally 
come  out,  and  be  around  other  fags  (and 
even  a  few  lesbians),  have  my  first  sexual  ex¬ 
periences,  and  feel  a  part  of  a  recognizable 
gay  community. 

Unfortunately,  the  musical  world  is  not  a 
nirvana  of  queer-affirmative  ensembles  and 
performance  opportunities.  Working  as  a 
church  choir  director  or  a  paid  choir  singer 
in  the  straight  world  is  often  the  best  option 
for  making  a  living  from  an  interest  in 
choral  music.  This  is  true  for  the  Boston 
chorus’  director  Robert  Barney  and  accom¬ 
panist  Daryl  Bichel,  a  number  of  members 
of  the  group,  and  this  writer  as  well.  For 
many  of  us  the  situation  can  be  personally 
tolerable,  musically  satisfying,  and  even 
decently  paid.  But  all  too  often,  the  gay 
musician  must  listen  to  homophobic  invec¬ 
tive  from  the  clergy,  endure  angry  stares 
from  pious  homophobes,  and  even  face  fir¬ 
ing  if  “discovered.”  I  once  heard  a  priest 
say  that  “the  devil  gets  into  the  church 
through  the  choir.”  His  audience  knew  ex¬ 
actly  what  he  referred  to:  weirdos,  artsy 
types,  and  most  especially,  queers  who  look¬ 
ed  strange  and  probably  had  designs  on  peo¬ 
ple’s  sons,  but  whose  talents  and  com¬ 
pliance  made  them  useful.  So,  singing  may 
be  a  part  of  our  gay  male  culture,  but  it  is 
also  frequently  a  place  for  oppressive  self- 
denial. 

Not  surprisingly,  mainstream  nuclear- 
family  America  has  tried  to  “straighten  up” 
the  image  of  choral  singing  and  choral 
groups,  especially  when  they  involve  men 
(which  is  a  bit  of  recognition,  I  suppose). 
The  Mormon  Tabernacle  Choir,  the  best- 
known  choral  group  in  the  U.S.,  is  a  bastion 
of  heterosexual,  apple  pie,  right-wing 
“family  values,”  while  many  college, 
school,  and  community  choruses  are 
nothing  but  singing  pep  bands. 

The  most  blatant  examples  of  this  hetero 
white-wash  are  the  much-recorded  choruses 
from  the  U.S.  military  academies  and  other 
conspicuously  male,  fraternal  organiza¬ 
tions.  Unable  until  recently  to  escape  the 
dilemma  of  being  all-male  singing  groups 
(and  you  know  by  now  what  THAT  means), 
the  West  Point  and  Annapolis  choirs 
asserted  their  macho  straightness  by  extreme 
musical  means.  These  groups  have 
developed  a  remarkably  dark,  ponderous 
choral  tone  more  like  a  testosterone-induced 


secondary  sex  characteristic  than  a  useful 
musical  sound.  Similarly,  barbershop 
quartets  occupy  a  clearly  masculine  place  in 
the  musical  landscape,  although  they  are  at 
times  a  bit  suspect. 

The  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus,  like  most 
other  gay  choruses,  stands  in  delightful  con¬ 
trast  to  these  nasty  propaganda  ploys  and 
ugly  musical  stereotypes.  Their  relaxed, 
well-blended  choral  sound  serves  well  a  wide 
range  of  choral  literature,  and  makes 
realistic  use  of  the  available  vocal  resources. 
Singing  their  holiday  concert  from  memory, 
the  group  sounded  confident  and  expressive 
in  pieces  ranging  from  a  medley  of  Barry 
Manilow  songs  to  renaissance  motets.  The 
experience  of  performing  music  well  by  ac¬ 
cepted  critical  standards,  as  opposed  to 
fulfulling  some  heterosexist  stereotype,  is 
clearly  key  to  the  Chorus’  existence. 

The  highlights  of  the  “serious”part  of 
“Sharing  the  Spirit”  were  three  works  com¬ 
posed  specifically  for  gay  men’s  choruses. 
Two  pieces  by  the  American  composer  Con¬ 
rad  Susa,  “The  Cricket  Songs,”  commis¬ 
sioned  by  the  Seattle  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  in 
1985,  and  “The  Chanticleer’s  Carol,”  com¬ 
missioned  by  the  New  York  City  Gay  Men’s 
Chorus  in  1981,  were  lively,  vivid  tone 
poems  on  texts  by  Federico  Garcia  Lorca 
and  William  Austin.  Former  Boston  Chorus 
member  Howard  Rosner  contributed  his 
tuneful  “Psalm  150,”  an  attractive  work 
combining  often  sensuous  twentieth  century 
harmonies  and  lilting  melodies. 

As  gaily  serious  as  the  concert  was,  the 
Chorus  boys  also  gave  their  audience  a  big 
dose  of  serious  camp.  A  small  ensemble  of 
six  singers  stole  the  show  with  their  hilarious 
close-harmony  renditions  of  “All  I  want  for 
Christmas  is  my  two  front  teeth”  (complete 
with  really  exaggerated  lisps)  and  “I  saw 
daddy  kissing  Santa  Claus”  all  decked  out 
with  nightshirts,  fuzzy  slippers,  and  teddy 
bears.  The  audience  broke  up  when  the  full 
chorus  donned  big  red  round  red  noses  for 
singing  “Rudolph  the  Red-Nosed 
Reindeer”in  the  first  half  of  the  show. 
I  can’t  imagine  a  straight  musical  group  hav¬ 
ing  this  kind  of  fun. 

For  me,  a  troublesome  aspect  of  the  per¬ 
formance  was  the  use  of  explicitly  Chris¬ 
tian  Christmas  songs.  Singing  about  Santa 
Claus,  reindeers,  and  peace  is  one  thing, 
especially  in  the  context  of  a  concert  reaffir¬ 
ming  the  gay  aspects  of  our  experiences.  But 
a  series  of  songs  about  the  “baby  Jesus” 
and  “choirs  of  angels”  is  another.  For  non- 
Christian  and  formerly  Christian  members 
of  the  audience,  this  couldn’t  have  been 
comfortable  or  inclusive.  We  need  to  think 
more  about  the  active  agents  of  our  oppres¬ 
sion  and  recognize  that  many  of  us  lesbians 
and  gay  men  DO  NOT  want  to  have  to  deal 
with  the  Christian  church  at  a  gay  event. 

Gay  men’s  choruses,  just  like  queer  sports 
teams,  neighborhood  organizations,  theater 
companies,  and  political  groups,  are  part  of 
our  communal  coming  out.  As  with  other 
comings  out,  they  may  not  be  perfect,  but 
are  always  dynamic  and  eventful.  And  like  a 
personal  coming  out,  celebration  of  gay 
choruses  and  other  aspects  of  queer  culture 
empowers  us  by  affirming  the  ways  we  have 
always  played  and  worked. □ 
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Radical  America  and 
CovertAction  supply 
necessary  reading.  Shilts’ 
much-acclaimed  new 
book,  And  the  Band 
Played  On ,  serves  only  to 
exploit  the  epidemic. 

REVIEWED  BY 
CHARLEY  SHIVELY 


Facing  AIDS,  A  Special  Issue 
Radical  America,  Vol.  20, 

No.  6  (Sept.  87) 

I  Summer  Street,  Somerville,  MA  0214  3 
$3.95,  88pp. 

The  Politics  of  AIDS 

Nancy  Krieger  and  Rose  Appleman 
A  Frontline  Pamphlet,  POB  2729,  Oakland, 
CA  94602,  1986 
$4.00  paper,  60pp. 

CovertAction  Information 
Bulletin 

Number  28  (Summer  1987) 

P-O.  Box  50272,  Washington,  DC  20004. 
$5.00. 


And  the  Band  Played  On: 
Politics,  People  and  the  AIDS 
Epidemic 

Randy  Shilts 

St.  Martin’s  Press,  New  York,  1987 
$24.95  hardcover,  630pp. 

AIDS  and  the  Law,  A  Guide 
for  the  Public 

Harlon  L.  Dalton,  Scott  Burris,  and  the  Yale 
Law  Project,  editors 
Yale  University  Press,  1987 
$  7.95  paper,  382pp. 


I  he  works  reviewed  here  fall  into  two 
I  groups:  the  left  and  the  mainstream. 
■  The  mainstream  gives  us  too  much 
too  soon,  the  left  brings  us  too  little  too  late. 
For  some  time,  only  the  right  and  the  center 
have  been  concerned  about  AIDS.  The  now- 
defunct  Moral  Majority,  William  Buckley 
with  his  gay  ass  tattoos,  the  Pope  with  his 
epistles  on  nature,  LaRouche  with  his 
concentration  camps  and  other  lunatics 
have  struggled  against  lesbian/gay  politicos, 
AIDS  service  groups,  and  hospital/public 
health  professionals.  The  silence  of  both  the 
straight  and  the  gay  left  has  left  a  gap  that  is 
only  now  being  filled. 

Many  in  the  U.S.  left  have  been  slow  to 
respond  because  they  are  plagued  by  their 
anti-gay  and  anti-sexual  pasts.  Stephanie 
Poggi  recently  probed  the  homophobia  at  In 
These  Times,  ( GCN ,  Vol.  15,  No.  1)  after 
that  paper  claimed  Reagan  was  sensitized  to 
gay  issues.  In  These  Times  supported  his 
mandatory  testing  proposals.  And  the  cur¬ 
rent  issue  of  Socialist  Review  (nee  Revolu¬ 
tion)  carries  a  letter  from  a  69-year-old 
radical  “increasingly  dismayed  by  the 
preoccupation  of  the  left  press  with  the 
mysteries  of  gay  identity.... It  took  nature 
some  four  billion  years  to  reduce  the  types 
of  combinable  organisms  in  evolution  from 
six  or  seven  to  two,  male  and  female  (No. 
96,  Nov. -Dec.,  ’87).”  SR  did  not  pursue  this 
point  about  four  or  five  alternative  genders; 
nor  did  they  enquire  why  there  should  be 
doubt  (“six  or  seven”)  about  the  number. 

Radical  America,  now  in  its  20th  year  of 
publication,  has  changed  since  the  straight- 
identified  Students  for  a  Democratic  Society 
(SDS)  days:  “Although  we  currently  have 
no  gay  men,  a  little  less  than  half  the  board 
are  lesbians.  The  unique  combination  of  this 
issue  owes  much  to  the  passion  of  the  ‘les¬ 
bian  faction.’  ”  Radical  America’s  AIDS  ef¬ 
forts  “actually  extend  back  to  1985  when 
Joe  Interrante,  then  a  member  of  the  RA  ed¬ 
itorial  board,  initiated  the  project.”  Thus 
there  has  been  a  two  year  delay  in  getting  the 
issue  together,  and  many  of  the  most  ex¬ 
citing  articles  are  only  promised  for 
forthcoming  issues.  We  will  have  to  wait  for 
Michael  Bronski’s  “Death  and  the  Erotic 
Imagination”  or  Margaret  Cerullo’s 
“Women  and  AIDS.” 

Radical  America  carefully  works  through 
a  dilemma:  “We  want  to  challenge  the  no¬ 
tion  that  AIDS  is  acquired  by  being  a  par¬ 
ticular  kind  of  person,  while  simultaneously 
challenging  the  current  mythology  that 
‘everyone  is  equally  at  risk’  since  it  denies 
the  special  vulnerability  and  experience  of 
gay  men,  blacks,  Hispanics,  i.v.  drug  users, 
and  other  groups  where  cases  have  been  con¬ 
centrated.  ”  (p.3)  In  this  spirit,  Joe 
Interrante  and  Ron  Schreiber,  whose  lovers 
died  with  AIDS,  confront  the  loss  without 
diminishing  the  depth  of  their  feelings  with 
cheap  sentimentality.  I  cannot  read 
Schreiber’s  “how  did  it  end?”  without  cry¬ 
ing  at  the  second  stanza: 

when  they  carried  John  out  of  the 
house  (on  his  way  to  Holbrook)  he 

looked  up  at  me  as  they  put  him  in 
the  ambulence  &  screamed  “Ron!  Ron! 

Ron!”  then  they  closed  the  doors, 
his  mother  with  him,  &  drove  off  (p.  88) 


Radical  America  provides  more  of  a 
framework  for  theorizing  than  toward 
organization.  Mark  McGrath  and  Bob 
Sutcliffe,  “Insuring  Profits  from  AIDS: 
The  Economies  of  an  Epidemic;”  Evelynn 
Hammonds,  “Race,  Sex,  AIDS:  The  Con¬ 
struction  of  ‘Other’”;  Deb  Whippen, 
“Science  Fictions:  The  Making  of  a  Medical 
Model  for  AIDS;”  Dooley  Worth  and  Ruth 
Rodriguez,  “Latina  Women  and  AIDS;” 
and  Simon  Watney,  “Visual  AIDS:  Adver¬ 
tising  Ignorance”  bring  sharpened  analysis 
to  comprehending  the  epidemic.  Cindy  Pat¬ 
ton,  “Resistance  and  the  Erotic:  Reclaiming 
History,  Setting  Strategy  as  we  face  AIDS,” 
comes  closest  to  the  tradition  of  RA  in  grass 
roots  organizing:  “the  gay,  i.v.  drug,  black, 
Hispanic,  and  sex  work  communities  [must] 
be  listened  to  when  we  set  new  strategies  and 
draw  lines  of  resistance.”  (p.  68) 

In  fact,  all  of  the  works  under  review 
recognize  the  disproportionate  incidence  of 
AIDS  among  Blacks  and  Hispanics.  Anal¬ 
yses  and  sensitivity  to  the  issues  vary  widely, 
however. 

The  Frontline  Pamphlet  by  Nancy  Krieger 
and  Rose  Appleman,  The  Politics  of  AIDS, 
represents  the  efforts  of  Line  of  March  to' 
recruit  and  organize  within  the  gay  com¬ 
munity.  The  moralistic  and  ruling-class  at¬ 
titude  this  Marxist-Leninist  group  takes 
towards  i.v.  drug  use  resembles  the  attitude 
many  orthodox  Marxists  once  took  toward 
lesbian/gay  liberation.  Krieger  and  Ap¬ 
pleman  label  i.v.  drug  use  “destructive  and 
unhealthy....  And  until  the  social  forces 
which  produce  addiction  in  the  first  place 
are  eliminated,  humane  treatment  of  the 
drug  user  is  the  only  sensible  approach” 
(p.l 8).  Their  acceptance  of  ruling-class' 
assumptions  appears  in  their  trust  of  con¬ 
ventional  science.  Such  faith  requires  some 
blindness:  “No  data  support  one  hypothesis 
advanced  by  certain  sectors  of  the  U.S.  pro¬ 
gressive  movement:  that  AIDS  is  a  conse¬ 
quence  of  CIA-inspired  biological  warfare 
.”  (p.  10)  Such  jargon  as  “certain  sectors”  is 
not  unrepresentative  of  the  Frontline  style. 
Who  this  pamphlet  is  targeted  toward  is 
unclear.  Middle-class  readers  can  find  the 
same  information  readily  available  from  a 
multitude  of  sources.  And  many  working- 
class  readers  will  have  to  struggle  over 
technical  terms  like  “fellatio”  and  “anal- 
ingus.” 

Since  1978,  the  CovertAction  Informa¬ 
tion  Bulletin  has  revealed  secret  operations 
of  the  United  States  intelligence  network 
despite  efforts  by  Congress  to  outlaw  the 
publication.  The  current  issue  has  had  to 
squeeze  AIDS  news  in  with  revelations  like 
“The  CIA  and  Drugs.”  Like  Radical 
America,  the  Bulletin’s  resources  are  limited 
and  they  have  to  promise  more  in  the  next 
issue.  Dr.  Nathaniel  S.  Lehrman  (who 
recently  spoke  here  at  Boston’s  Community 
Church)  asks,  “Is  AIDS  Non-Infectious? 
The  Possibility  and  its  Chemical/Biological 
Warfare  Implications.”  Dr.  Lehrman  ques¬ 
tions  “The  American  media’s  ignoring  the 
possibility  of  non-viral  toxins,  and 
their.,  .insistence  that  the  disease  is  transmit¬ 
ted  only  from  one  victim  to  another...” 
(P-  55). 

Robert  Lederer  in  the  Bulletin  provides  a 
thorough  debunking  of  the  fabulous  Green 
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lonkey  theory  of  the  origins  of  AIDS  and  of- 
:rs  a  comprhensive  survey  of  all  the  alternative 
teories  about  the  disease.  Lederer’s  articles 
re  “Precedents  for  AIDS?  Chemical-Bio- 
>gical  Warfare,  Medical  Experiments,  and 
opulation  Control;”  “Origin  and  Spread 
f  AIDS:  Is  the  West  Responsible?  ”  and  a 
lird  part  promised  for  the  forthcoming 
sue.  He  presents  important  information 
-om  Serge  Mukendi,  U.S.  representative  of 
le  Workers  and  Peasants  Party  of  the 
ountry  now  called  Zaire.  Mukendi  ques- 
ons  the  ethics  of  French  doctors’  ex- 
erimentation  with  an  AIDS  vaccine  in  Kin- 
lasa  and  charges  that  “healthy  Congolese 
-  but  not  whites  —  are  being  injected  with 
le  blood  of  AIDS  patients  ”(p.  42). 
ederer  points  to  reports  that  Dr.  Sidney 
iottlieb  (famous  for  his  army  experiments 
rith  LSD)  was  involved  with 
hemical- biological  warfare  research 
icilities  in  Zai.e  (Congo)  and  in  Haiti  — 
oth  areas  where  high  incidence  of  AIDS 
as  been  reported. 

Of  course,  statistics  about  AIDS  in  the 
hird  World  must  be  considered  with  cau- 
on.  For  example,  some  suggest  that  every- 
ne  in  Central  Africa  has  AIDS;  others 
laim  the  disease  there  is  confined  to  a  few 
nfortunates  who  have  had  contacts  with 
Europeans.  The  different  statistics  about 
JDS  in  Africa  are  not  credible.  In  some 
reas,  birth  and  death  records  are  not  kept 
n  European-type  forms.  A  researcher  can’t 
ist  fly  over  and  ask  to  examine  the  records; 
nd  in  most  areas,  U.S.  investigators  are 
ssumed  to  be  working  with  South  Africa 
nd  the  C.I.A.  In  Angola,  for  instance, 
'here  the  U.S.  is  supporting  a  South  Af- 
can  puppet  and  parts  of  the  country  are  be- 
ig  terrorized  by  outlaw  Jonas  Savimbi,  to 
'horn  would  one  go  to  get  information  on 
ledical  conditions?  One  particularly  racist 
leory  suggests  that  African  health  workers 
o  not  understand  the  importance  of  using 
:erile  needles  for  injections.  Western-style 
ledical  care  is  not  available  in  many  parts 
f  Africa;  however,  where  needles  are  used, 
ley  are  not  used  to  spread  diseases. 

Covert  Action  presents  a  multitude  of 
leories  about  the  origin  and  spread  of 
JDS,  not  all  of  them  can  be  true.  Lederer 
ocuments  masses  of  government 
lisinformation  and  malfeasance,  but  no 
ne  outside  the  network  of  official  science 
as  the  technical  capacity  to  sort  through 
le  lies.  Every  researcher  who  has  the 
.boratories  to  test  chemical -biological  war- 
ire  theories  is  under  obligations  to  in- 
astrial,  government  or  university  funding, 
ideed,  one  of  the  greatest  suspicions  arous- 
1  by  the  government  has  been  its  ruthless 
:  "ohibitions  of  any  research  that  does  not 
ipport  Gallo’s  single  virus  theory. 

Randy  Shilts’  And  the  Band  Played  On  is 
solutely  mainstream  and  quite  contemp- 
ous  of  anything  left;  consequently,  he 
nits  all  discussion  of  any  alternative  scien¬ 
ce  theories  about  AIDS.  And  he  presents 
ftists  as  “rabid”  (Konstanin  Berlandt)  or 
orse.  Shilts  smears  the  White  Panthers, 
i  ben  he  acts  as  a  police  mouthpiece  by  re- 
i  sating  propaganda  about  their  being  irres- 
i  msible  terrorists:  “Scraggly  gun-toting 
alcontents.  ”  (p.  277)  He  uses  his  position 
a  journalist  to  set  the  White  Panthers  up 


for  police  massacre,  claiming  the  group  is 
“known  for  taking  occasional  potshots  at 
police  officers  who  tarried  too  long  near 
their  Haight-Ashbury  commune. ”(p.  208) 
Similar  cooperation  between  the  police  and 
the  press  supported  the  MOVE  massacre  in 
Philadelphia. 

Consistently,  Shilts  rejects  community 
knowledge  in  favor  of  experts.  During  the 
sixties,  the  slogan  was  that  you  don’t  need  a 
weatherman  to  know  which  way  the  wind’s 
blowing.  Shilts  tells  us  he  gets  his 
“meteorological  data  [from]  Steve  Newman 
of  the  Earth  Environment  Service  in  San 
Francisco.”  (p.  612)  And  he  gives  us  lots  of 
it;  And  the  Band  Played  On  is  continually 
puffed  with  weather  reports:  “The  hot 
African  sky  turned  black  and  sultry;  it 
wasn’t  like  Christmas  at  all.”  (p.  3)  Or  we 
see,  “the  fog  sweeping  from  the  sea  into  the 
western  half  of  San  Francisco,  its  ghostly 
fingers  creeping  over  the  hills  that  guard 
Castro  Street  from  the  ocean  breezes.”  (p. 
330-1)  Or  on  a  more  national  level:  “July 
26,  1983,  was  a  warm  and  sunny  Tuesday  in 
most  parts  of  the  country.”  (p.  349).  Or  a 
touch  of  inversion:  “Outside  the  day  was 
sunny  and  the  sky  was  breathtakingly  clear, 
as  if  painted  on  a  porcelain  heaven.  It  was 
such  clarity  that  gave  San  Francisco  gay 
parades  their  added  magic  every  June.  This 
was  January,  however,  and  without  a 
blanket  of  warming  winter  fog,  the  clear 
skies  brought  only  a  sharp  and  bitter  chill  to 
the  air.”  (p.  602).  For  those  interested  in  the 
weather,  this  book  will  be  useful,  the 
weather  reports  constitute  the  only  objective 
journalism  in  the  book. 

Shilts  leans  heavily  on  the  meterologists, 
but  his  trust  in  science  and  government 
funding  is  naive.  He  accepts  the 
marketplace  view  of  science:  more  money, 
more  competition,  more  miracles.  He  lacks, 
however,  even  the  basic  Dr.  Kildare  lingo 
about  medical  issues.  For  instance,  he 
regularly  misidentifies  poppers  as  amyl 
nitrate,  instead  of  amyl  nitrite  —  two  forms 
of  heart  medicine  with  different  affects. 
Salmonella,  a  bacteria,  is  not  usually 
classified  as  a  parasite.  And  he  mistakenly 
writes,  “lenti  means  slow”  in  the  len- 
tiviruses.  (“Lenti”  means  lens-shaped, 
biologists  classify  by  structure,  not  by 
behavior.)  He  also  clings  to  the  now  out¬ 
moded  theory  that  whatever  causes  AIDS  is 
comparable  to  the  hepatitis-B  virus,  a 
highly-contagious,  easily  communicable 
pathogen. 

For  Randy  Shilts,  Fist-fucking  and  rim¬ 
ming  are  two  of  the  most  loathsome  and 
dangerous  sexual  activities.  As  part  of  the 
commercialization  of  gay  sex,  he  pinpoints 
“a  leftist  Toronto  newspaper  [which] 
published  a  story  on  ‘rimming  as  a  revolu¬ 
tionary  act.”  (p.  19)  Like  so  many  of  his 
“facts,”  he’s  got  the  country,  significance 
and  title  of  this  “story”  wrong.  He  is  also 
(like  so  much  of  the  “safe”  sex  guides)  mis¬ 
guided  about  fistfucking  and  rimming  caus¬ 
ing  AIDS.  The  Journal  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  (January  16,  1987) 
presented  an  important  report  by  the  San 
Francisco  Men’s  Health  Study,  “Sexual 
Practices  and  Risk  of  Infection  by  the 
Human  Immunodeficiency  Virus.”  The 
study  followed  about  a  thousand  men  be¬ 


tween  June  1984  and  January  1985.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  study,  they  identified  809 
homosexual/bisexual  men  free  of  AIDS  or 
the  HIV  virus.  They  concluded  that  “only 
receptive  anal/genital  contact  had  a  signifi¬ 
cantly  elevated  risk  of  HIV  infection. 
Douching  was  the  only  ancillary  sexual  prac¬ 
tice  that  contributed  significantly  to  risk  of 
infection.”  They  eliminated  finger  or  fist 
fucking  and  rimming.  (Unfortunately,  they 
did  not  survey  the  effects  of  rubbers,  and 
their  “receptive  anal/genital  contact”  [get¬ 
ting  fucked  in  the  ass]  doesn’t  distinguish 
between  entry  and  deposit  with  entry.) 

Shilts  exploits  capitalism’s  opportunity 
return  a  pretty  penny  on  even  the  most 
frightful  tragedy.  For  the  necrophile  media, 
the  first  task  is  to  get  the  story;  thus  Shilts 
describes  people  “who  gave  some  of  their 
last  hours  for  interviews,  sometimes  when 
they  were  on  their  deathbeds  laboring  for 
breath.”  Such  sorrow,  he  sees,  can  be  turn¬ 
ed  to  profit;  his  prime  gratitude  thus  goes  to 
his  agent  and  publisher.  Under  capitalism 
few  can  gain  from  the  misfortune  of  others, 
and  Shilts  has  run  away  with  the 
marketplace  sweepstakes.  The  most  hateful 
portions  of  the  book  have  already  been  pro¬ 
moted  by  such  papers  as  the  New  York 
Times,  New  York  Post,  Cleveland  Plain 
Dealer,  and  numerous  talk  shows.  And  the 
Band  Played  On  is  slated  to  become  a  TV 
mini-series. 

And  the  Band  played  On  is  targeted  to  the 
largest  possible  market,  but  PWAs  are  not 
significant  since  they  have  so  little  dis¬ 
posable  income.  The  author  shows  outright 
contempt  for  them.  Shilts  insists  on  calling 
people  with  AIDS  “sufferers,”  “victims,” 
“patients,”  or  “casualties.”  He  totally  re¬ 
jects  the  movement  principle  that  people 
should  be  able  to  name  themselves.  For 
Shilts,  the  straight  media  (represented  by 
himself  as  a  San  Francisco  Chronicle 
reporter)  have  no  responsibility  to  the  peo¬ 
ple. 

Shilts  also  displays  racism.  In  Africa,  the 
banks  of  the  Ebola  River  are  reported  as 
“fetid.”  How  did  Shilts  discover  that  this 
river  has  an  offensive,  foul-smelling  odor? 
His  understanding  of  Africa  doubtless  was 
shaped  by  watching  The  African  Queen. 
And  the  Band  Played  On  begins  with  the 
death  of  a  Danish  lesbian,  Dr.  Grethe  Rask. 
Shilts  suggests  that  there  might  be  some¬ 
thing  racially  contaminating  about  AIDS: 
“She  had  spent  the  last  four  years  in  Zaire 
but,  despite  all  this  time  in  Africa,  she  re¬ 
mained  unmistakably  from  the  Danish  stock 
who  proudly  announce  themselves  as  north 
of  the  fjord.”  (p.  4)  Such  racial  stock-taking 
reaks  of  19th  century  Social  Darwinists. 
Shilts  tells  us  Rask  became  a  great  blond 
goddess  to  the  nameless,  faceless  savages: 
“In  her  three  years  in  Abumombazi  she 
bullied  and  cajoled  people  for  the  resources 
to  build  her  jungle  hospital,  and  she  was  lov¬ 
ed  to  the  point  of  idolization  by  the  local 
people.”  (p.  5)  In  1977,  Grethe  Rask  died  of 
AIDS  in  Denmark. 

Real  people  for  Shilts  are  rich  profes¬ 
sionals.  He  presents  Larry  Kramer’s  self- 
aggrandizing  politics  as  the  pinnacle  of 
wisdom.  For  the  middle-class  politicos,  a 
modest  diet  of  Radical  America  and  Covert- 
Action  is  desperately  needed;  and  for  the 


people  without  great  means  (an  increasing 
number  thanks  to  Raygun  economics)  def¬ 
erence  to  the  legendary  rich  gays  is  very  self¬ 
destructive.  Shilts’  and  Kramer’s  class 
politics  are  quite  transparent.  On  October 
17,  1987,  when  the  glittering  crowd  gathered 
in  the  Grand  Ballroom  at  the  Waldorf-As¬ 
toria  Hotel  to  present  Kramer  a  “Human 
Rights”  prize,  he  thrilled  them  by  explaining 
good  organizing:  “Oh  my  people,  I  beg  you 
to  hear  me....  From  across  the  nation,  we’ve 
got  to  summon  our  Boards  of  Directors  and 
our  Executive  Directors  and  our  rich  and 
powerful.  Our  prominent  professionals. 
Our  well-connected.  Our  closeted  presidents 
of  corporations  and  banks  and  the  partners 
in  law  and  accounting  firms.” 

Among  the  several  gay  men  whose  deaths 
Shilts  “covers,”  all  are  notable  for  their 
middle-class  virtue.  They  tend  to  be  Demo¬ 
crats;  psychologists,  doctors,  authors, 
politicians;  they  tend  to  fly  off  to  some 
haven  when  they  are  perplexed;  they  suffer 
because  of  the  evil  poor  queens  who  have 
dragged  them  down  into  AIDS.  In  most 
cases,  the  bad  people  with  AIDS  have  no  in¬ 
teriors;  their  story  doesn’t  count.  Thus 
Shilts  portrays  the  “ignorance”  of  people 
with  AIDS  as  causing  the  spread  of  the  dis¬ 
ease:  “The  Hispanic  man  arrived  at  the 
meeting  of  the  People  With  AIDS  group 
looking  confused.  He  had  just  been  told  he 
had  contracted  a  deadly  disease  of  which  he 
had  never  heard.”  The  PWA  president  is 
shocked  to  learn  the  man  doesn’t  read  the 
Native. 

Shilts  has  written  a  novel,  something  like 
Michael  Crichton’s  The  Andromeda  Strain. 
For  Shilts  there  are  the  good  gays,  among 
whom  he  numbers  himself.  And  there  are 
bad  gays  who  are  linked  somewhat  mystical¬ 
ly  with  the  Republican  Party  and  leftist 
politics.  The  dramatic  moments  of  the  book 
contrast  the  deaths  of  the  many  good  queens 
with  the  evil,  faceless  and  nameless  working 
class  queers,  who  bring  disaster  on  those 
good  people  on  Fire  Island’s  Ocean  Walk 
and  Orange  County’s  Laguna  Beach.  Psy¬ 
chologist  Gary  Walsh  is  one  of  the  good 
boys.  His  death,  like  that  of  his  friend  Bill 
Kraus,  epitomizes  the  death  of  all  the  good 
people. 

The  pretentions  of  personality  had  drop¬ 
ped  away,  layer  by  layer,  until  that 
altruistic  essence  was  all  that  remained. 
Gary  had  forgotten  the  hurts  of  his 
Catholic  childhood  and  the  abuses  he  had 
suffered  as  a  gay  man.  He  now  offered  his 
friends  unconditional  love.  People  came 
away  from  conversations  with  Gary  like 
pilgrims  leaving  a  holy  shrine. 

“I  got  it,  I  finally  got  it,”  he  said.  “I  am 
love  and  light,  and  I  transform  people  by 
just  being  who  I  am.”  (p.  425) 

By  pointed  contrast,  everything  about 
Shilt’s  villain,  Gaetan  Dugas  is  hate.  Since 
Dugas  is  now  dead,  and  was  never  interview¬ 
ed  by  Shilts,  the  author  has  to  make  up 
Dugas’  story  from  gossip,  all  of  it  unsym¬ 
pathetic  and  hostile.  Supposedly,  “Two 
friends  of  Gaetan  Dugas  consented  to  inter¬ 
views  on  condition  that  their  names  not  be 
used  in  the  book.”  (p.  612)  By  not  identify¬ 
ing  these  anonymous  “friends,”  Shilts  is 
protected  from  any  libel  actions.  And, 
under  Canadian,  British  and  U.S.  law  you 
Continued  on  page  1 0 
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cannot  libel  the  dead;  so  Shilts  can  repeat, 
manufacture  and  invent  gossip  about  Dugas 
without  any  penalty. 

Dugas  is  portrayed  as  the  evil  witch 
disguised  as  a  beautiful  princess,  who  first 
spread  (if  he  did  not  introduce)  AIDS  to  the 
U.S.  gay  community.  He  is  described  as 
stunningly  beautiful,  but  as  a  complete 
fraud.  For  Shilts  (as  for  most  English  lit 
since  Shakespeare)  blonds  are  good  and 
brunettes  (or  darker)  are  bad.  Thus  a  Danish 
doctor  who  isn’t  blond  is  explained  as  an 
anomaly:  “Bygberg’s  thick  dark  hair  and 
small  compact  frame  belied  his  Danish 
ancestry,  the  legacy,  he  figured  of  some 
Spanish  sailor  who  made  his  way  to  Den¬ 
mark  centuries  ago.”  (p.  5)  Likewise  Gaetan 
is  an  anomaly:  a  blond  among  Frenchmen. 
‘‘Americans  tumbled  for  his  soft  Quebecois 
accent  and  his  sensual  magnetism.”  Unlike 
the  good  queens  who  came  from  good  back¬ 
grounds,  Gaetan  was  a  dangerous  fake,  un¬ 
worthy  of  the  San  Francisco  feasts. 

Here,  swaying  and  stomping  to  the  music, 
Gaetan  was  completely  in  his  element.  San 
Francisco  was  the  hometown  he  never 
had.  It  helped  him  forget  the  other,  distant 
life,  long  ago,  when  he  was  the  major  sissy 
of  his  working  class  neighborhood  in 
Quebec  City.  Being  gay  meant  constantly 
fighting  taunts  hurled  by  the  other  kids 
and  being  gripped  by  guilt,  by  his  own  con¬ 
science.  But  that  was  then  and  this  was  San 
Francisco.  On  June  29,  1980,  Gaetan  was 
the  ugly  duckling  who  had  become  the 
swan.  (p.  22) 

Gaetan  had  forced  himself  to  learn 
English  by  moving  from  his  working  class 
background  to  Anglophonic  Vancouver;  then 
he  became  an  airline  steward;  then  he  be¬ 
came  part  of  the  jet  set.  Without  any  proof 
whatsoever,  Shilts  speculates  that  Dugas 
picked  up  AIDS  July  4,  1976,  at  the  Tall 
Ships  celebrations  in  New  York  City;  then 
spread  the  disease  to  Fire  Island  and  Laguna 
Beach.  And  the  rest  is  history. 

Randy  Shilts’  history  of  Dugas  is  a  slander 
not  only  on  the  dead  Quebecois,  but  on  a 
large  part  of  the  gay  community.  Let  me 
provide  something  of  a  brief  for  the  dead 
queen.  First,  the  men  he  had  sex  with  who 
also  died  of  AIDS  could  have  given  him  the 
disease.  Dugas  is  by  no  means  the  Patient 
Zero;  he’s  one  queer  who  had  sex  with 
others  who  had  AIDS.  By  naming  him 
“Zero,”  the  medical  workers  and  Shilts  im¬ 
ply  that  he  was  the  first  one.  Shilts  himself 
points  out  in  an  Advocate  interview  that  the 
earliest  case  of  AIDS  in  San  Francisco  was 
in  a  woman  prostitute,  whom  Shilts  “does 
not  chronicle  in  depth  because  she  made  lit¬ 
tle  history.” 

Second,  Shilts  expects  that  Dugas  should 
have  understood  AIDS  from  the  minute  he 
was  diagnosed  as  having  “gay  cancer.” 
Here  the  man  is  condemned  whose  history 
first  demonstrated  that  the  disease  could  be 
communicated  from  person  to  person. 
When  it  suits  Shilts’  purpose,  he  backdates 
discoveries  and  then  condemns  people  like 
Dugas  for  lacking  a  knowledge  which  his 
very  life  and  history  were  revealing.  Even  so, 
not  everyone  Dugas  had  sex  with  has  con¬ 
tracted  AIDS.  The  disease  is  not  nearly  so 
communicable  as  crabs  or  measles  or  chick¬ 
en  pox.  Even  in  mothers  with  AIDS  who 
communicate  the  disease  to  their  children 
through  the  placenta,  the  rate  of  com¬ 
munication  is  less  than  50  percent.  Wives  of 
male  hemophiliacs  with  AIDS  have  only  an 
11  percent  rate  of  HIV  positivity.  Dugas 
himself  is  quoted  as  asking  in  1983,  “People 
say  you  can  spread  this  through  sex. ...How 
can  people  say  this  can  be  passed  along  when 
they  don’t  even  know  what  causes  it?”  (p. 
247)  Even  today,  experts  such  as  Dr.  Peter 
Duesberg  insist  “there  is  no  evidence, 
besides  its  presence  in  a  latent  form,  that  it 
[the  alleged  AIDS  virus/HIV]  is  necessary 
for  AIDS.”  ( Cancer  Research) 

Third,  the  Shilts  stories  about  Dugas  in 
the  baths  are  quite  apocryphal.  Such  fan¬ 
tasies  about  diseased  queers  disguising  their 
lesions  so  they  could  spread  havoc  among 
their  tricks  much  pre-dates  AIDS.  Shilts 
reports  that  in  June  1982,  Gaetan  was  atten¬ 
ding  San  Francisco  bathhouses.  “He  would 
have  sex  with  you,  turn  up  the  lights  in  the 
cubicle,  and  point  out  his  Karposi  sarcoma 
lesions.  ‘I’ve  got  gay  cancer,’  he’d  say.  ‘I’m 
going  to  die  and  so  are  you.’  ”  (p.  165) 
Shilt’s  fantasy  is  contradicted  by  his  own 
sources  who  say  that  Gaetan,  over  a  year 
later,  did  not  believe  the  disease  could  be 
communicated  sexually. 

Fourth,  even  if  someone  did  make  such  a 
scene,  recent  understanding  should  make  us 


more  sensitive  to  the  problems  of  pathogens 
attacking  the  brain.  Why  should  all  PWAs 
be  saints,  courageous,  beautiful  and  inspir¬ 
ing? 

Finally,  why  should  any  of  us  go  peaceful¬ 
ly?  ACT  UP  has  suggested  some  more  lively 
ways  to  while  away  the  epidemic.  Even  if 
Shilts’  account  of  Dugas  were  in  part  true, 
that  the  Quebecois  felt  resentment  against 
his  rich  tricks  and  was  happy  to  take  revenge 
upon  them,  who  can  blame  such  justice? 
Isn’t  it  understandable  that  the  oppressed 
would  respond  “irrationally”  inside  the  in¬ 
justices  of  capitalism?  The  resentment  that  a 
beautiful  but  poor  boy  feels  among  wealthy 
queers  who  are  happy  to  fuck  him  but  would 
not  want  to  incorporate  him  into  their  socie¬ 
ty  is  well-grounded,  even  reasonable. 

What  Shilts  writes  about  Dugas  is  made 
up  from  unverifiable  rumors.  But  the  Pa¬ 
tient  Zero  case  is  central  to  his  argument 
that  some  (if  not  most  queers)  are  irrespon¬ 
sible  and  should  be  locked  up  and  punished 
for  the  disease.  He  is  particularly  scornful  of 
any  rights  to  privacy  or  confidentiality. 
Understandably,  the  mainstream  press  and 
media  love  his  work:  he  says  what  they  want 
to  hear,  that  queers  are  themselves  to  blame 
for  their  disease.  And  Shilts’  attack  on 
Washington  bureaucracy  is  equally  in  the 
muckraking  American  stream:  reveal  the 
mistakes  and  quickly  correct  them.  Only  in 
America! 

AIDS  and  the  Law,  A  Guide  for  the 
Public,  edited  by  Harlon  L.  Dalton  and 
Scott  Burris,  shows  a  better  understanding 
of  the  civil  rights  issues  inherent  in  disease. 
But  the  book  is  not  really  aimed  toward 
“the  public.”  Instead,  it  is  aimed  toward 
those  beloved  “Professionals,”  the. yuppies, 
who  may  well  be  going  the  way  of  the  hoola 
hoop.  The  Guide  is  intended  “for 
educators,  counselors,  legislators,  policy 
makers,  law  enforcement  and  corrections 
officials,  public  health  officials,  health  care 
providers,  social  service  providers,  research 
scientists,  employers,  employee  representa¬ 
tives,  insurers,  providers  of  goods  and  ser¬ 
vices,  social  workers,  social  scientists,  social 
activists,  representatives  and  interest 
groups,  the  staffs  of  drug  treatment  pro¬ 
grams,  members  of  AIDS  support  groups, 
and,  of  course,  lawyers  for  any  and  all  of  the 
above.”(p.  xi)  The  two  dozen  authors  pro¬ 
vide  a  mixture  of  useful  and  useless  informa¬ 
tion.  Rather  superficial  is  the  “medical” 
essay  by  Richard  Green,  who  has  previously 
been  known  as  the  psychologist  who  tortured 
boys  with  the  “sissy  syndrome.”  He’s  just 
completed  a  degree  in  law  at  Yale  (pre¬ 
sumably  he’s  preparing  for  all  the  mal¬ 
practice  suits  from  parents  who  paid  him  to 
“straighten  out”  their  boys,  boys  who  have 
found  the  clone  look  very  fashionable  in  the 
’80s).  Only  ten  pages  are  devoted  to  “The 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Community.” 

Urvashi  Vaid’s  chapter  on  “Prisons” 
looks  into  an  area  avoided  in  most  works  on 
AIDS.  Her  conclusion  presents  a  wise  and 
sane  position. 

...policy  makers  and  prisoners’  rights  ad¬ 
vocates  must  not  accept  at  face  value  the 
justifications  for  mandatory  screening  and 
wholesale  segregation  put  forward  by 
some  in  the  corrections  community.  These 
policies  will  further  stigmatize  prisoners 
with  AIDS-related  conditions,  heighten 
their  sense  of  isolation,  and  perhaps  sub¬ 
ject  them  to  unconstitutional  and  grotes¬ 
que  living  conditions.  Prison  officials 
must  develop  alternative  remedies  that 
protect  the  health  of  inmates  and  staff 
members  while  also  protecting  prisoners’ 
rights  to  privacy,  due  process,  and  free¬ 
dom  from  cruel  and  unusual 
punishment.”  (p.  250) 

I  would  only  add  that  as  Bobby  Seale  said, 
“Everyone  who  loves  is  a  prisoner  under 
facism.”  Lesbians  and  gay  men  are  by 
definition  prisoners;  some  of  us  are  on  pro¬ 
bationary  release.  But  the  right  wing  doesn’t 
want  to  ever  give  up  the  right  to  incarcerate 
us  all.  AIDS  and  the  child  sex  panic  are  be¬ 
ing  used  to  segregate  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community.  First  they  search  for  the  “lead¬ 
ers”  who  will  sell  us  out;  then  these  leaders 
do  the  dirty  work  of  undermining  and  silen¬ 
cing  the  “rabid”  people,  the  rabble;  then, 
everyone  is  rounded  up.  People  like  Randy 
Shilts  end  up  sounding  like  Pat  Robertson, 
Republican  candidate  for  president  of  the 
U.S.: 

1  do  not  know  of  any  virus  that  has  a  civil 
right,  and  1  think  we’ve  got  to  take  this 
disease  out  of  the  context  of  civil  rights 
and  put  it  into  the  concept  of  the  normal 
treatment  of  communicable  diseases, 
which  we  have  done  in  our  past,  because, 
in  my  estimation,  the  rights  of  the  citizenry 
to  stay  alive  outweigh  the  rights  of  a  small 
minority  to  have  privacy.  (N.Y.  Native 
1 0/30/87).  □ 
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Reggae  music  is  blasting  away,  signs  for 
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and  years,  and  for  the  last  few  years,  it’s 
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INSURANCE  AGENCY,  INC. 
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THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 

•  quality  care  *  research  •  health  education  * 
•  confidential  • 


Hypatia 
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Subscriptions: 
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Foreign  Orders  add 
$10  airmail.  $5  surface 

Hfit  1 i P $  \ 

Editor:  Margaret  A.  Simons 
Hypatia 
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David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Platner, 
Barbara  Macy,  Michael  F.  Harrington 
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Ed.D. 
Licensed 
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Specializing  in: 
agoraphobia  •  panic 
disorder  •  simple 
fears  and  phobias  • 
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Demonstrate 


DEMONSTRATE 
YOUR  ANGER! 


Monday,  Jan.  4th 
at  5:30pm  in  front  of  the 
State  House 


For  the  past  1 5  years  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community  had  worked  towards 
the  passage  of  a  lesbian/gay  rights  bill. 

For  1 5  years  we  played  by  the  rules. 

For  1 5  years  we  were  quiet  and  polite 
and  we  worked  within  their  system. 

We  have  finally  achieved  a  majority  of 
support  in  both  the  House  and  the 
Senate.  When  passage  of  the  bill 
seemed  likely,  the  Senate  leadership 
decided  to  change  the  rules  and  not 
allow  the  bill  to  be  voted  on. 

HOW  DARE  THEY  DENY  US  OUR 
CIVIL  RIGHTS! 

SHOW  YOUR  ANGER 


SHOW  YOUR  GAY  PRIDE  IN  AN 
ANGRY  NON-VIOLENT 
DEMONSTRATION 


For  more  information  on  how  you  can 
help,  call  [617]  661-7737 

sponsored  by  MASS  ACT-OUT 
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Gay  bill 

Continued  from  page  3 

possible  effort  to  push  for  enactment  of  the 
bill  before  the  legislative  calendar  closes  on 
Jan.  5.  They  urge  supporters  to  write  and 
call  Dukakis’  office  and  insist  that  the 
governor  negotiate  personally  with  Bulger. 
Barbara  Hoffman,  lobbying  for  the  bill  with 
the  MGLPC,  explained  that  she  and  lobby¬ 
ists  Arline  Isaacson  and  Jane  Morrison  are 
attempting  to  gain  further  Senate  votes  in 
favor  of  discharging  the  bill  from  commit¬ 
tee.  Hoffman  criticized  the  governor  for 
what  she  charges  are  false  assertions  that  he 
is  doing  everything  possible  to  support  the 
measure. 

Grassroots  efforts  to  push  forward  the 
gay  rights  legislation  continue  aggressively. 
The  vigil  from  4:30  to  6:30  p.m.  at  the  State 
House  steps  still  draws  a  substantial  crowd 
on  most  business  days.  Organizers  from  a 
number  if  gay/lesbian  groups  —  including 
MGLPC,  GBL/GPA,  MASS  ACT  OUT 
and  the  Unitarian  Universalist  Office  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Concerns  —  claim  the  candlelight 
vigil  offers  an  ongoing  reminder  that  the 
broad  community  supporting  the  bill  will 
not  temper  their  anger. 

Vigiler  Jay  Deacon,  a  gay  activist  af¬ 
filiated  with  several  of  the  sponsoring 
groups,  said  that  an  act  of  civil  disobedience 
may  occur  soon.  While  praising  the  work  of 
the  lobbyists  inside  the  State  House,  he  also 
called  for  the  mobilization  of  the  many  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  frustrated  with  procedur¬ 
al  delays  on  the  bill.  “There  was  so  much 
energy  after  the  March  on  Washington,” 
Deacon  said.  “We  need  to  apply  that 
wisdom  and  insight  about  consensus 
organizing  toward  actions.” 

Rob  Gale,  another  regular  vigil  partici¬ 
pant  and  member  of  New  England  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Veterans,  mentioned  that  a  speak- 
out  citing  incidences  of  anti-gay  discrimina¬ 
tion  is  planned  soon  for  the  State  House. 
MASS  ACT  OUT  representatives  said  a 
large-scale  protest  will  be  unleashed  the 
afternoon  of  Jan.  4.  Other  protests  slated 
for  Sen.  Lewis’  home  and  Dukakis’  cam¬ 
paign  headquarters  are  also  in  the  planning 
stages. 

The  presence  of  Capital  Police  at  the 
State  House  vigil  increased  dramatically  on 
Dec.  18,  when  about  15  officers  stood  by 
compared  to  the  usual  handful.  Vigilers  said 
they  suspect  rumors  may  be  spreading  about 
the  growing  agitation  of  gay  rights  bill  sup¬ 
porters. 

“Every  night  we’re  parading  around  up 
here  and  we’re  getting  harassed  by  the 
police,”  said  activist  Warren  Patterson.  He 
cited  an  example  from  a  rowdy  demonstra¬ 
tion  on  Dec.  7  when  an  officer  allegedly 
pushed  one  woman  and  one  man  up  against 
a  wall.  GCN  is  investigating  the  incident  and 
the  lawsuit  that  may  be  ensuing. 

“Politicians  are  stone-impervious  to  the 
issues  surrounding  the  bill,”  claimed  Brian 
Shea,  an  activist  with  the  Disabled  People’s 
Liberation  Front.  He  said  members  of  his 
group  have  been  supporting  the  vigil  in  an 
effort  to  express  the  connections  between 
issues  affecting  “marginal”  people.  “The 
same  legislators  that  are  blocking  gay  rights 
legislation  are  attacking  AIDS  education, 
and  impinging  on  the  rights  of  poor  people, 
working  people  and  the  disabled.  We  want 
to  work  with  the  lesbian  and  gay  movement, 
the  labor  movement  and  the  anti-racism 
movement  to  help  bring  progressive  strug¬ 
gles  together.” 

Shea  added  that  he  hopes  the  vigil  and 
other  direct  action  protests  unnerve  the 
senators  currently  blocking  discharge  of  the 
bill  from  committee. 

As  GCN  goes  to  press,  most  proponents 
of  the  gay  rights  bill  agree  that  garnering  the 
necessary  two-thirds  support  seems  im¬ 
probable.  The  Senate  will  convene  only 
about  six  more  times  this  session.  Some  ad¬ 
vocates  remain  hopeful,  however,  that  gain¬ 
ing  more  supportive  votes  will  increase  the 
pressure  on  Dukakis.  Even  some  staunch 
denouncers  of  the  bill,  like  Sen.  David 
Locke  (R-Wellesley),  have  switched  their 
vote  on  discharge,  criticizing  the  procedure 
that  allows  one  committee  chair  to  kill  a  bill 
that  holds  majority  support. 

State  House  lobbyist  Jane  Morrison  said 
bill  supporters  will  fight  down  to  the  wire  to 
win  votes.  She  praised  the  ongoing  interest 
demonstrated  by  the  community  and  she 
said  she  hopes  the  fight  for  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  will  remain  strong.  Even  if  the  bill  dies 
this  year,  Morrison  explained,  the  momen¬ 
tum  from  the  effort  should  help  ensure 
passage  next  year. 

“All  of  us  recognize  the  need  for 
protests,”  Morrison  said.  “We’re  fighting 


one  very  small  battle  that’s  a  part  of  a  larger 
struggle.  We’ve  already  gotten  further  than 
we  ever  imagined.” 

Letters  of  support  for  the  Massachusetts  gay 
rights  bill  may  be  sent  to  Governor  Michael 
Dukakis,  State  House,  Boston,  MA,  02133. 
The  office  phone  number  is  (617)  727-3600. 
Outside  Massachusetts,  Dukakis  campaign 
headqurters  may  be  reached  at  1-800-USA- 
MIKE.  For  information  about  Boston 
demonstration  updates,  call  661-7737.  □ 

$70,000 

Continued  from  page  I 

Cathy  Woolard,  a  Steering  Committee 
member  from  the  Southeastern  Region,  said 
she  thought  it  would  be  a  bad  precedent  to 
start  funding  debt.  “No  prior  approval  was 
given  for  people  to  create  debt,”  she  said. 

Woolard  said  she  was  disappointed  at  the 
Executive  Committee’s  handling  of  the 
surplus  issue  so  far.  “Atlanta  contributed  a 
considerable  amount  of  money  [to  the  na¬ 
tional  march],  and  since  the  March  we  have 
not  heard  word  one,”  she  said.  Woolard 
said  she  originally  heard  about  the  surplus 
when  she  was  contacted  by  GCN  for  an 
earlier  story,  and  that  no  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  member  has  been  in  communication 
with  her  about  the  surplus. 

“I  think  it  would  have  at  least  been  in 
good  faith  for  them  to  call  and  ask  what  we 
think  about  the  surplus.  I  got  a  note  saying 
‘Wasn’t  the  March  great  and  everybody’s 
tired,’  but  I  would  have  thought  by  now 
we’d  be  able  to  see  some  accounting.  It  was 
easy  enough  to  find  me  all  year  when  they 
needed  money.” 

Ostberg  said  the  Executive  Committee 
sent  out  a  letter  before  the  meeting  in  New 
York  asking  Steering  Committee  members 
for  proposals  for  a  process  to  distribute  the 
surplus.  Most  of  the  Steering  Committee 
members  interviewed  by  GCN  said  they 
never  received  such  a  letter.  They  said  they 
were  sent  letters  after  the  March  of  a  general 
nature,  but  none  could  recall  a  specific  re¬ 
quest  for  input  about  the  surplus.  Ault  said 
he  did  not  know  whether  the  letter  reporting 
on  the  March  contained  specific  requests  for 
input  about  the  surplus. 

Ostberg  said  the  Executive  Committee 
members  “did  an  informal  poll  among 
Steering  Committee  members”  before  the 
meeting  in  New  York,  and  that  there  is  some 
ongoing  communication  between  members 
of  the  two  bodies.  She  emphasized  that  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  members  have  always 
been  open  to  hearing  suggestions  about  how 
the  $70,000  should  be  dispensed. 

“We  are  open  to  any  and  all  concerns,” 
Ostberg  said,  stressing  that  being  on  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  carries  “accountability 
to  the  community.” 

Ostberg  also  said  that  since  the  news  of 
the  surplus  became  public  several  groups 
have  submitted  requests  for  funding.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  the  Boston  March  organizing  group 
submitted  a  proposal  for  disbursement  of 
the  money,  recommending  that  debts  incur¬ 
red  by  local  March  groups  be  paid  off.  They 
also  suggested  a  large  portion  go  to  new  and 
existing  organizations  for  people  of  color 
and  grassroots  projects.  A  newly-elected  ad 
hoc  group  should  administer  the  grants,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Boston  proposal.  Ostberg 
said  some  people  have  proposed  that  the 
March  on  Washington  organization  keep 
the  money  and  put  on  another  march. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


PAGE  12  □  DEC  27-JAN  9,  1988  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


healthy  teeth. . . 
they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 
Call  us: 


739-7832 

321  Columbus  Ave. 
5th  Floor,  Boston 


MassBay 


COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 


_ BUSINESS 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  021 15 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

RONALD  KELTER 
Acupuncture  Associates  of 
Cambridge 

843  Mass.  Ave.,  Central  Sq. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
617-491-4410 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITINGfTAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston,  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle, 
South  Africa,  Central  America, 
Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
Affordable  Catering 
for  All  Occasions 
321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1122  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  731-3306 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 
266-8584 


DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

DR.  DAVID,  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  No.3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 

COUNSELING 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 
FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
522-9446 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR 

WOMEN.  COUPLES  AND 

CHILDREN 

Jill  Richard.  LICSW 

1130  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Sq. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 

776-6158 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86'/i  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

STEPEHEN  J.  GOLDBURGH 
ED.D 

Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.,  Suite  231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

321  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60'/!  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 


DAYCARE 

BARB'S  FAMILY  DAYCARE 
State  Licensed 

Beacon  Hill,  Boston,  MA  02114 
523-3772 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork, 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 

266- 8122  M-Th„  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 

267- 7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling  &  testing 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston,  Ma.  02I0S 
1-800-352-3185 


KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,  MA  01840 
683-7676 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish.  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 
(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 
641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 
DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Appointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sea. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PIANO  TUNINGfREPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston.  MA  02215 
536-0526 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

TAXES  A  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI.,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plara 
482-2900 


CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS 


FOR  WOMEN  ONLY 

DIAL  1-550-9036 

Group  and  Private 
Conversation, 
Community  Interest 
Programming 
Exclusively 
for  Wornsn 
AMONG  FRIENDS 
FOR  WOMEN  ONLY 
1-550-9036 

.20  Istmin./.lOea.mln. 
evenings  8pm-1  1pm. 


HEY  YOU  BETSY  LOU 

I’ll  be  missing  you  in  the  golden  state.  Perhaps  you’ll 
have  a  rendevous  with  your  angsty  bookish  waif.  I’ll  be 
eating  eggs  and  alfalfa  sprouts  and  thinking  of  creaking 
office  chairs. _ Love,  J.  Sue _ (24) 

GF  FULFILL  YOUR  FANTASIES! 

You  are  attractive,  warm,  generous,  funloving,  sen¬ 
suous,  turned  on  by  army  fatigues  as  well  as  lingerie,  ap¬ 
preciative,  of,  American  Indian  and  Asian  cultures  and 
desirous  of  a  unique  relationship  with  an  attractive 
multiracial  brown  skin,  medium  build,  woman  of  5’8. 
Box  270. _ (25) 

Very  decent,  hard  working,  brutally  honest,  W45  look¬ 
ing  for  a  good  woman  to  share  life  with  and  start  warm, 
solid  home  with  a  dog,  a  cat,  music  and  a  fireplace.  No 
drugs  but  a  good  sense  of  humor.  Box  269. _ (26) 

PRIVATE  TUTOR  ELEM  JR-SR  HIGH 
A  child  with  AIDS  is  usually  ostracized  by  the  school 
and  doesn’t  get  the  ample  education  he  deserves.  My 
tutoring  meets  that  need.  Experienced,  conscientious, 
character  references  furnished.  Box  267. _ (24) 

NEED  A  FRIEND 

GWM  45  to  55  seeks  sincere  freind.  No  alcohol,  no 
drugs,  no  femmes,  no  overweight.  Easy  to  be  with,  likes 
quiet  living,  some  dancing,  music,  pleasant  looking,  no 
promiscuity.  Would  consider  relationship  if  compatible. 
Would  like  sincere  replies  only.  I  may  be  asking  too 
much.  Box  268. _ (25) 

CALENDAR  ANGST!! 

GCN  really,  really  needs  a  calendar  coordinator.  You’ll 
meet  lots  of  groovy  queers  and  be  totally  hip  to 
everything  happening  in  Boston  and  the  world.  So  how 
’bout  it?  Just  3  hours  a  week  commitment  and  no  ex¬ 
perience  necessary.  Stephanie  wil  give  you  lots  of  gifts  if 
you  say  yes.  Call  her  now  at  426-4469. _ (24) 

RIDER  WANTED 

G.M.  wants  rider  to  Southern  Cal.  Leaving  Jan  31. 
Share  driving  and  expenses.  Call  364-261 1 .  eves.  (25) 
27  yr.  gay  male  nurse  yale  likes  to  write  to  AIDS  patients 
and  all  prisoners,  inspiritional  wisdom  and  common 
sense  on  any  topic.  Lonliness  and  despair-small  time 
stuff.  I’m  not  made  of  candy,  not  at  all  busy,  plenty  of 
time  to  think  and  write  back.  Replies  quick-just  pen 
pals,  no  actual  nursing  care.  Am  cheerful,  happy,  not 
cold  like  doctor.  Joseph  Sampiere  jr.  207  Seymour  Ave, 
Derby,  Conn,  06418. _ _ (24) 

BE  P.  C. 

DO  YOU  HAVE  A  PC  TO  DONATE! 

GCN  is  looking  for  a  few  good  IBM  compatible  com¬ 
puters:  PC,  XT,  or  AT,  floppies  or  hard  disk,  new  or 
used--we’re  not  too  fussy.  GCN  is  non-profit;  donations 
are  tax-deductible.  Call  Steve  Dyer  at  253-0127  (w)  or 
Nancy  Wechsler  at  623-51 10  (w)  or  776-9252  (h).  (23) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks,  swimmers,  athletes. 

Outcalls  now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  Work  in  any  city.)  Call 
Scott  at  215-668-8898  between  Ilam-2am.  (Also  hiring. 
Earn  $60  +  /hr.) _ (47) 

FREE  Phone  Sex  For  Gay  Men 
Philadelphia  (215)  471-0463 
Los  Angeles  (213)  671-8203 
Chicago  (312)  641-6704 
Minneapolis  (612)  375-1280 

Miami  (305)937-5679 _ (24) 

Alicea  Alexander! 

Please  call  COLLECT  to  your  friend  J.C.  in 
Massachusetts  (617)  427-3425.  Try  to  call  around  5pm 
your  time  if  you  can.  I’ve  been  trying  to  write.  Have  my 
letters  been  getting  thru?  Patiently  waiting. 


TEN  PERCENT 
REWiriJE 


^i|i  yfl 

WORDS  AND*  MUSIC  BY 


TOM  WILSON  WEINBERG 

Available  on  Cassette 


A 

Perfect 
Holiday  Gift 


$8.95  (includes  tax 


and  postage) 


Aboveground  Records 
PO  Box  497 
Boston  MA  02112 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Ongoing  support  group  for  lesbians  currently  or  formerly  ex¬ 
periencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC,  744-6841 . _ (36) 

WOMEN’S  CRAFT  MARKET 

7th  Annual  Holiday  Season  at  186  Hampshire  St,  Cambridge. 
First  3  weekends  in  Dec,  Sat.  1  lam-5pm.  Sun.  12N-5pm.  Dec 
21st,  22, 23, 1  lam-Spm.  Dec  24th,  1  lam-3pm. _ (24) 

WOMAN-IDENTIFIED  JEWELRY 

Designs  in  sterling  &  14k,  amethyst  &  moonstone.  3pp  color 
catalog  $1.  Lizzie  Brown,  PO  Box  389-G,  Brimfield,  MA 
01010.  _ (27) 


GCN  SPECIALS 

- WE  NEED  MOISTENING! - 

GCN  (both  the  people  and  the  typesetting  machine) 
need  more  humiditiy  to  stay  hummingly  healthy.  If  you 
have  an  humidifier  in  your  attic  or  where-ever  that’s  not 
being  used,  please  call  Mike  at  GCN:  426-4469. _ (C) 

DICTIONARY,  anyone! 

The  most  requested  book  at  the  Prisoner’s  Project  is  the 
dictionary.  (Prisoners,  generally  uneducated,  need  them 
to  wade  through  law  books,  etc.)  If  you  have  a  spare  one 
(paperbacks  especially),  please  send  it  to  GCN  Prisoner 
Project,  62  Berkeley  Street.  Boston,  MA  02116. 
Thanks! _  (c) 

EDITORIAL  HELP. 

Volunteers  needed  to  edit  copy,  answer  correspondence,  per¬ 
form  general  office  tasks.  Time  commitment:  2  hrs  weekly 
minimum.  Weekdays  &  Thurs.  and  Fri.  nights;  possible  take 
home  work.  Call  Stephanie,  426-4469. _ (C) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (Q 

GCN  VOLUNTEERS 

Yes,  you  too  can  share  in  the  power  and  glory  and  office 
drudgery!  Correspondence,  filling,  phone  calling,  etc. 
Days  preferable  but  some  nights  ok.  Call  Stephanie  at 
426-4469. _ _ _ (c) 

PHOTO  FANATICS 

We  still  need  folks  to  sort  through  and  file  old  photos. 
Have  fun  and  help  GCN  at  the  same  time.  Call 
Stephanie  at426-4469. _ (c) 

HELP  WANTED 


BOSTON  MOBILIZATION  FOR  SURVIVAL 

Seeks  two  fulltime  staff  with  experience  in  some  com¬ 
bination  of  Disarmament,  Feminist,  or  Middle  East 
organizing  and  or  office  management  and  fundraising 
skills.  Starting  salary:  $15,000,  full  benefits.  Women 
and  people  of  color  especially  encouraged  to  apply. 
Write  for  job  description  to  Mobilization,  1 1  Garden 
St.,  Cambridge,  MA  02138.  Resume  deadline:  February 
_ Of) 

SUBSTANCE  ABUSE  COUNSELOR 
Fulltime  clinician  to  provide  group  and  individual  ser¬ 
vices  in  outpatient  clinic.  Minority  and  recovering  can¬ 
didates  encouraged  to  apply.  Salary  range 
$17,000-$18,500  -  Haart.  76  Pleasant  Street,  Northamp- 
ton,  MA  01060. _ (26) 

ARE  YOU  ASL  PROFICIENT? 

Then  consider  a  position  (full  or  part-time)  as  a 
counselor  in  a  residential  treatment  center  for  Hearing 
Impaired  adolescents.  Excellent  training  and  benefits. 
Exp.  preferred,  but  not  required.  Sal.  $17,000.  Resume 
and  letters  to  Personnel,  21  Queen  St.,  Dorchester,  MA 
02122.  EOE/AA. _ (24) 

LESBIAN  AND  GAY  LIAISON 

City  of  Boston  seeks  applicant  with  extensive  knowledge 
of  lesbian  and  gay  community  for  position  as  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Liaison  to  Mayor  Flynn.  Responsibilities  in¬ 
clude:  assist  and  represent  Mayor;  staff  Mayor’s  Com¬ 
mittee  on  AIDS;  work  with  groups  and  individuals 
around  issues  of  concern.  Strong  written  and  verbal 
skills  and  Boston  Residency  Required.  Send  resumes  to 
Don  Gillis,  Director,  Mayor’s  Office  of  Neighborhood 
Services,  Boston  City  Hall,  Room  709A,  Boston,  MA 
02201.  (Equal  Oppportunity/Affirmative  Action 
Employer.) _ (24) 

POSITION  WANTED 

AVAILABLE  NOW! 

GCN’s  PROMO  HOMO  has  left  the  fold  and  seeks 
gainful  employment.  Two  main  skill  areas  include 
special  events  production  and  direct  mail  (print)  produc¬ 
tion.  Full  or  part-time,  temporary  or  permanent,  all  of¬ 
fers  welcome!  No  heavy,  physical  work  please. ..the 
spirit’s  willing  but  the  flesh  ain’t  interested.  Call 
321-4254  evenings,  ask  for  Catherine. _ (♦*) 


SERVICES 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  •Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232*1459 


Rev.  Bob  Wheatley,  M.Div. 

Counselor  —  Advisor  —  Confidant 
Harvard  Square,  Cambridge  02138 
1430  Mass.  Ave  —  Room  301 

617-868-2320 

Non-Sectarian  —  Values  Centered 


Cinderella  vs.  Mr.  Clean 

Let  Cinderella  get  on  her  hands  &.  knees 
and  clean  up  the  dirt! 
References  available 
Bonded  and  insured 

734-3648 

CINDERELLA  A  CINDERFELLA  CLEANERS 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


Boston 

Roommate 

Center  GAY  LISTINGS. 

Get  to  know  your  next  roommate 
and  apartment  before  getting  run 
down  with  endless  interviews. 

List  your  apartment  —  FREE! 

Copley  Square  266-3636 

755  Boytston,  Suite  702 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


LF  29,  writer/editor,  seeks  F25  +  for  gorgeous  6  room 
apartment.  10  minutes  to  Harvard  Square.  No  smoker, 
no  pets.  Wood  floors,  fireplace,  sunny,  quiet.  $325  + 
reasonable  heat.  Short  term  possible.  924-5172.  (24) 

NOT  TOO  CLOSE  &  NOT  TOO  FAR 

Roommates  needed:  5  B.R.  waterfront  house  Quincy 
near  MBTA.  Share  bigh  yard  w/patio,  private  parking, 
boating,  sunny  deck-pier,  sunporch,  w/fireplace,  large 
kitchen,  w/d,  quiet  “deadend ’’street.  App.  $450.  mo. 

call  288-4188. _ (25) 

TREES  IN  A  CITY 

3  easy-going,  responsible  LF’s  seek  4th  for  our  beautiful 
home  in  Dorchester.  2  flors  (hardwood),  backyard, 
w/d.  No  more  pets-sorry.  Avail  Jan  1.  Near  Red  line. 
$200  plus.  436-2752, _ (25) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  38  seeks  mature  resp.  LF  for  beaut.,  spacious  6/2  rm 
condo.  Safe  neighborhood,  steps  from  Arboretum,  T 
and  shooping.  Non-smkr,  no  pets.  $500  includes  util. 
524-2261.  (27) 

LF  and  GM  seek  3rd  roommate  for  Somerville  apt  near 
Davis  Square.  $283  includes  heat/hot  water.  628-2186. 
Avail  Jan  1 , _ (24) 

UNBELIEVABLE  J.P.  HOUSE 

2  L’s  &  4  GM’s  seek  1  L  for  large  Victorian  house  on  a 

quiet  side  street  in  Jamaica  Plain.  Room  available  has 
separated  sleeping  area,  working  fireplace,  2  closets, 
hardwood  floors  and  6  windows.  House  includes  living 
&  dining  rooms,  library,  2  kitchens,  4  baths,  decks,  por¬ 
ches,  a  yard  and  much  more.  Friendly,  neat,  non- 
smokers  only,  please.  $360  plus  cheap  utilites,  available 
immediately  or  by  Jan  1.  Call  Paul  at  524-9699.  This 
situation  is  probably  even  better  than  it  sounds!  (24) 

Multi-cultural  feminist  household  (3W;  2L,  IBi)  seek 

IW  of  color  to  share  Davis  Sq.  Somerville  home.  Semi¬ 
coop,  2  cats,  $275  incl.  heat.  $776-4693.  Avail,  im¬ 
mediately _ (24) 

3  LF’s  /bi  seek  1  LF  to  share  spacious  semi-coop  home. 

Have  1  cat,  no  smoke,  minimal  drugs  or  alcohol.  Porter 
Square,  $250  +  ,  49 1 -4005 . _ (24) 

CAMBRIDGEPORT 

PROGRESSIVE  COOPERATIVE  HOUSE 

We  are  looking  for  a  woman  or  man  to  join  our 
household  of  mixed  race  and  mixed  sexual  orientation, 
which  includes  3  women  and  2  men.  Available  Jan  15th 
or  sooner.  We  will  consider  a  single  parent  and  child. 
Sorry,  no  cats  allowed.  Call  864- 1466-evenings  best.  (26) 

2  LFs  (32  &  35)  seek  3rd  for  sunny  JP  apt.  Exc.  condi¬ 

tion.  No  smoking,  pets  ok.  $275+  .  522-4368.  Dec.  or 
Jam _ (24) 

3  LF’s  and  cat  seek  LF  27  +  for  spacious  4  bedroom 

house  with  yard,  Inman  Sq.  Somerville.  Non-smoker 
wanted  for  semi-coop,  politically  progressive,  indepen- 
dent  household.  876-6189. _ (24) 

BI  couple  seek  LF/couple  to  share  new  2  bd  1  Vi  bath 
condo.  Security  complex,  wash/dry,  near  T  in  Chelsea. 
Available  now.  $387.50.  Call  Tiffany,  Angela,  884-424! . 
_ (24) 

COZY  APARTMENT  OR  FURNISHED  RM 
LF  37  2  cats  seek  non-smoking  F  student  or  other  with 
minimal  furniture  or  storage  needs  for  small  pleasant 
apartment.  $325/mo  or  $100/wk  if  furnished.  Available 
immediately.  No  dogs/drugs  please.  787-3705. _ (24) 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


BRIGHTON 

1  LF  looking  for  1  or  2  LF  to  share  4  room  single  family 
house.  Large  bedroom.  Near  T.  Have  1  sm  dog-pets  ok. 
Front  yard,  quiet  neighborhood.  Neg.  $355  +  utilities. 
Avail  now.  Call  782-1644.  Leave  mssg.  (24) 

Masculine  GM30  musician,  Mass  native  looking  for  1/2 
friendly,  considerate,  roommates  and  comfortable, 
relaxed  home,  longterm,  w/parking.  128/495  area,  may 
consider,  NH/VT/R1.  Call  Ian  before  10pm,  789-4001. 
_ (24) 

JP  HOME  TO  SHARE 

3  LF  seek  1  more  for  4  bedroom  apt  in  JP.  We’re  fun, 
veggie,  coop.  Have  cat.  Pets  okay.  Non-smoking,  min. 
drinking,  drugs.  $213  +  .  Avail  Jan  I.  522-9351.  (24) 

JP  GF  29  seeks  same  25 +  .  1  or  2  rooms  $350/$400 
negotiable  incl  HtHW.  Have  cat,  no  more  pets.  Prfr 
nonsmkr,  indep,  resp,  perm/temp.  Rochelle  524-0754. 
_ (24) 

must  be  comfortable  w/both.  No  smoke/ 
drugs/alcohol;  must  love  pets  &  be  30  + .  Back  porch, 
w/d/d.  Its  a  real  home.  $350  +  .  277-5835. _ (22) 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  |ust  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  o(  paper  at  a  cost  of  254  per  word  (354  per  word  (or  business  ads) 

Basic  cost 

□  Non-business  rate:  25®  @  word  ($7.00  min.) 

□  Business  rate:  35®  @  word  ($9.80  min.) 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ _ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x _ number  of  runs)  $ _ 

n  Bold  ($1 .50  x  number  of  runs)  $ _ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $_ 

□  21 -30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $_ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $  _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

□  I’m  giving  a  gift  subscription.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  $  _ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $  _ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $_ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $  _ 

□  I  want  to  give  a  gift  subscription!  $  _ 

US:  $33;  Canada:  $45.  Institutional  rate:  $40. 
Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5  $ _ 

Total  $  _ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St 
Boston,  MA  021 16 


Name  . 
Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


2  LF’s  for  3  Bdr  apt-Belmont.  Nonsmokers,  semi-veg, 
clean,  into  cooperative,  loving,  cozy  home.  I’m  LF  30 
into  healing  arts,  personal-spiritual  growth.  $280  ,  near 
“T",  porches,  sunny.  484-1553. _ (24) 

HOME  ON  A  HILL 

Come  share  besutiful  Mission  Hill  apt.  with  me,  my  dog 
&  cat.  Music,  books,  good  food,  plants.  LF  or  BiF 
welcome,  must  be  comfortable  w/both.  No  smoke/ 
drugs/alcohol:  must  love  pets  &  be  30  + .  Back  porch, 
w/d/d.  Its  a  real  home.  $350+  .  277-5835. _ (24) 

F,  27  seeks  2  quiet,  responsible,  non-honophobic,  non¬ 
heterophobic  people  to  form  warm,  friendly,  semi-veg 
semi-coop  in  3  bdrm,  Somerville  apt.  No  pets,  $250  +  . 
Call  Anne  666-1267.  _ (24) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

SOBERPROUDANDFREE 

Friendly  12  stepping  woman  31  needs  a  home  in 
politically  aware  not  nec.  cored  nonhomophobic  space. 

I  eat  meat,  love  pets,  don’t  somke.  Willing  to  make 
longterm  commitment  with  right  folks.  Call  mornings 
9:30-1  lam  232-3536  or  3-10pm  M,T,Th,FR  492-4881. 
Susan ,  (23) 

APARTMENTS 


CAPE  COD  -  MASHPEE 

4  room  apartment  -  pond  view.  Lease,  no  pets.  $550  in¬ 
cludes  utilities.  First,  last  and  security.  Call  owner 
1-477-9805  (leave  message). _ (27) 

Dorchester  6  rm  2bdrm  1st  fir  remod  kitch/bath  washer 
hkup  new  systems  porch  gas  stv/ht  wtr  oil  heat  safe 
secure  owner  occ  bldg  $600/mo  no  ult  inc.  282-1196 
weekday  eves  only, _ (27) 

Dorchester/Shawmut  T  station  large  6  rm  (3  brm).  Lv- 
ing,  dining,  and  eat-in-kitchen.  Front  &  back  porches, 
owner  occ.  Nice  area.  $775+  .  Washer /dryer,  fenced  in 
yard.  288-601 1 .  Available. _ (24) 

REAL  ESTATE 

Seasonal  2  bdrm  cottage,  kitchen,  livingroom  with 
fireplace,  100'  waterfrontage  with  spectatular  mountain 
view.  2  hrs  N/W  of  Boston  in  Rindge,  N.H.  $139,900, 
neg.  Call  (603)  654-2884. _ (24) 


RESORTS 


DEMOCRATIC  CONV.  ATLANTA  '88 

Bed  and  breakfast.  Convenient  to  the  entire  city.  Call 
for  rate  and  reservations.  Singles  and  couples  welcome. 
(404)681-0385. _  (25) 

TROPICAL  ALTERNATIVE 

Puerrto  Rico’s  gay  community  is  spending  this  winter  at 
Condado  Beach.  Studios  and  one  bedrooms  on  the 
beach.  A/C,  cable,  open  terrace.  Just  minutes  from 
clubs,  casinos,  and  restrauntss.  Weekly  or  monthly 
rates,  call  John,  899-0388. _ (27) 

LADY  JANE’S  INN  -  PROVINCETOWN 
Newly  built,  ideally  located  and  open  year  ’round! 
Private  baths,  spacious  rooms,  separate  outside  entraces 
and  free  parking.  Contenintal  breakfasts,  common  area 
with  TV  and  VCR.  (617)  487-3387.  7  Central  Street, 
Provincetown,  MA  02657.  (27) 

WINTER  WONDERLAND 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  X-country  trails,  then  unwind  in 
our  hot  tub.  Spacious,  firepiaced  common  areas  &  char¬ 
ming  guest  rooms  await  you.  Downhill  skiing  &  sleigh 
rides  nearby.  Mid-week  discounts!  The  Highlands  Inn, 
Box  1 18-G  Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  Innkeepers. 

-Ski  country’s  only  all-gay  inn- 
CHECK  ER  OUT 

AT  THE  CHECK'ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  parking.  Apartments 
also  available.  1  block  to  bay,  open  year’round. 
487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St„  P’town,  MA  02657  (20) 


& 


fv  GUKST  ROD/ 11^ 

(617)  487-3232 
104  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 


& 


PUBLICATIONS 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact,  fiction  and  photos. 
$ll/yr.  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 
WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (ex) 


ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142.  _ (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 
DC  20013. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  -263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_  (V15.21) 

GUARDIANrlndependent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian.  DeptGCN,33W  1 7th  St.  NY,  NY.IOOII. _ (e_x) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/  international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  II  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

GAY  YOUTH  COMMUNITY  FUND 

Sponsors  of  youth/student  projects  send  tax-deductable 
donations  payable  to:  GYCC/Capp  St.  Foundation. 
Mail  to:  GYCF,  221 5-R  Market  St.,  Suite  479,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14. _ (15.30) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and  welcome  con¬ 
tact  from  other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust 
Survivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  April  22nd- 
24th,  in  upstate  New  Hampshire,  and  semi-annually 
thereafter.  A  partners  group  has  also  been  formed  for 
lesbian  women  who  are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both  partners.  For  in¬ 
formation,  write  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call 
(617)  321-4254, _ (15.49) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

DAUGHTERS  OF  BILITIS 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass  Ave, 
Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every  Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special 
raps  for  35 +  ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby  boomers, 
singles,  coming  out,  issues  forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly 
events,  outing  club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _  (15.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (V16.1) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 

meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 

482-7858  for  info, _ (15,32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational  relationships.  For 
more  information  send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at 
537  Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO  Box  174, 
New  York,  New  York  10018. _ (15.23) 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

522-0824 


(15.20) 


o 

From  $18  /  hr. 

:> 

•  MAXI-VANS 

o 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

a: 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

< 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

o 

t: 

236-1848 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 


(1) 


APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


(15.1) 


617-776-5866 


Somerville,  Mass. 


•  Non-Profit 
Agencies 


Lynne  S.  Braridon,  Ph.D. 

FINANCIAL 

MANAGEMENT 

Long-range  Planning,  State  Contracting, 
Budgeting,  Staff  Training  &  Supervision, 
Conversion  to  Computerized  Systems 

•  Small 
Businesses 


•  Sole 
Proprietors 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

Alexander  Berkman,  —  Prison  Memoirs  of  an 
Anarchist 


I’m  reading  more  and  more  letters  from 
prisoners  talking  about  the  need  to  “enlighten 
the  younger  brothers  and  sisters  now  entering 
the  joints  about  the  reality  of  our  history  and 
the  struggle  ...”  Is  this  a  new  ‘attitude’ 
have  I  just  not  been  noticing  it?  (I’m  VERY  ex¬ 
cited  about  it!) 


War  Resisters  League  CALENDARS! 
Send  to:  War  Resisters  League,  339 
Lafayette  St,  New  York.  NY  10012. 


Outlook  On  justice,  a  prisoner  support  newsletter, 
produced  by  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee, 
is  available  to  prisoners  FREE  ($5  to  outsiders);  Write 
to:  AFSC,  Outlook  on  Justice,  2161  Mass  Ave,  Cam¬ 
bridge  MA  02140. 
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A  Cuban-Mariel  “detainee”  (gay  man  in  Atlan¬ 
ta  during  the  ‘riot’  and  now  transferred  to 
Leavenworth)  has  a  chance  of  being  let  out  if  he 
can  find  a  ‘sponsor*.  [A  few  of  us  here  at  GCN 
have  been  writing  him  for  at  least  a  year  now 
and  will  definitely  stand  up  for  his  ‘character’ 
or  whatever  you  want  to  call  it.]  A  sponsor 
needs  to  help  find  him  a  temporary  place  to  live 
and  way  to  support  himself  (job).  If  you  can 
help,  please  write  Jose  CASTRO,  00858-131, 
Box  1000,  Leavenworth  KS  66048. 


Attractive  gay  male  seeks  correspondence  with 
other  gays,  bi’s  and  TV-TSs  for  friendship.  1 
have  a  good  mind  but  am  very  lonely  and  would 
love  a  pen  friend.  (Also  1  love  ‘thick  aching 
cocks’!)  Gail  SNODGRASS,  185-690,  PO  Box 
56,  Lebanon  OH  45036. _ 

I  would  like  to  express  my  feelings  with 
someone  as  myself  which  I  cannot  do  in  here! 
My  hobbies  are  roller  skating,  basketball,  etc. 
Steven  BROWN,  MSU-78098,  Tucker  AR 
72168. _ 

I‘d  like  to  correspond  with  open  minded  people. 
Sex  not  important.  I‘m  Spanish  and  Indian, 
well  built,  and  will  trade  pictures.  Tyrone 
JONES,  84A  0961,  Box  367  Main,  Dannemora 
NY  12929. _ 

Looking  for  a  gay  penpal.  1  play  the  guitar,  and 
like  to  party  and  sing  rock  music.  I’m  a  lot  of 
fun  and  you  will  enjoy  writing  me.  Jerry 
COWART,  EF-171314,  Reidsville  GA  30499. 

I  would  totally  appreciate  it  if  you  would  run  a 
penpal  ad  in  your  paper  for  me.  1  will  answer  all 
letters.  I’m  from  Florida  (Miami)  and  have  a 
deep  dark  tan!  Lawrence  E.  DASH,  050194, 
Box  699-W,  Sneads  FL  32460. _ 

I  just  saw  a  copy  of  your  paper  and  found  it  to 
be  very  informative  on  issues  that  many  people 
are  very  naive  and  mis-informed  about  in  socie¬ 
ty  today.  I  would  like  to  write  someone  if  possi¬ 
ble.  I  enjoy  birds,  weightlifting,  poetry,  jazz 
and  contemporary  music.  I  plan  to  own  a  vaca¬ 
tion  resort  someday.  Kenneth  M.  HILL, 
EH-138285,  E2  11/3,  Reidsville  GA  30499 
Very  sensitive  and  very  masculine.  Like  some 
party  but  don’t  drink.  I  would  like  to  be  a  part 
of  the  gay  family  that  your  paper  has.  Thank 
you.  William  SPENCE,  47282,  Box  600,  Canon 
City  CO  81212. _ 

I  have  a  good  build,  am  a  young  41  with  a  sexy 
smile,  and  love  to  dance,  swim,  renovate  old 
cars  and  travel.  James  A.  SAVAGE,  048436, 
Box  B,  Anamosa,  IA  52205 . 


9P 


I’m  a  drummer  for  a  country  rock  band  and  my 
interests  are  country  music,  horses,  the  beach 
and  beautiful  women.  I  would  like  a  penpal. 
Casey  MALONE,  W-24638,  Box  213022,  HU-2 
Cell  103U,  Stockton  CA  95213.  


Two  women  in  the  Ohio  prison  for  women 
would  like  to  have  some  penpals.  Please  write 
Martha  SWANK,  18202,  1479  Collins  Ave, 
Marysville,  OH  43040;  and/or  Reignbeaux  J.H. 
BERS1N,  19569,  1479  Collins  Ave,  Marysville, 
OH  43140. 


I’m  33  years  old,  very  masculine  looking  and  in 
need  of  a  for-real  lady  friend  that  she  would  be 
special  to  me.  Ruby  JOHNSON,  F02516,  Box 
8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. 


ROSI  —  Remember  Our  Sisters  Inside 
ROSI  is  an  art  network  for  women  in  prison.  We 
reproduce  art  from  women  behind  bars  as  stationery, 
greeting  cards,  posters,  etc.  For  more  info,  or  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  our  work  write:  ROSI,  2144  Shattuck  Ave., 
Berkeley,  CA  94704.  We  can  also  use  labor  power, 
printing  supplies  and  stamps.  Please  become  a  member 
today,  


All  prisoners,  and  especially  WOMEN,  are  encouraged 
to  write  Prison  Book  Program,  92  Green  St.,  Jamaica 
Plain  (Boston),  MA  02130,  requesting  books  on 
women's  issues,  political  topics,  novels,  racism, 
gay/lesbian  and  other  topics  of  interest  to  you.  But 
please  be  patient  as  we  are  often  a  month  or  2  behind. 


The  warden  here  is  refusing  to  let  us  have  the 
GCN  newspaper.  Trying  to  say  it  causes  securi¬ 
ty  problems  but  they  have  all  kinds  of  books 
and  playboys  so  how  could  it  be.  (It  is  not.) 
Please  can  you  find  me  a  penpal  (gay)  that  I  can 
write  to.  I’d  like  to  get  to  know  some  new  (gay) 
people.  People  always  say  if  I  didn’t  have  bad 
luck  I  wouldn’t  have  any  luck  at  all  (that’s  me). 
Thank  you  for  helping.  Dennis  Clay  SET- 
TLEMIRE,  79194  MSU,  Tucker  AR  72168. 


Incarcerated  gay  male  who  is  interested  in  many 
things  wishes  to  meet  other  gay  males  for 
friendship  and  possible  relationship.  I’m  27. 
Jerry  ANDERSON,  160598,  1576  W.  Bluewater 
Hwy,  Ionia  MI  48846. 


I’d  appreciate  it  if  you’d  put  my  name  in  your 
penpal  space  again.  Age  not  important  as  long 
as  they’re  not  older  than  130.  Don’t  need 
anything  but  a  friend  to  talk  to!  Have  life  and 
would  like  a  friend.  Wayne  L.  MORRIS,  41222, 
Box  2,  Lansing  KS  66043. 


1  am  seeking  a  friend  (by  mail).  I’m  college 
educated,  33,  and  looking  for  a  long  writing 
relationship.  Richard  EDER,  86A  3013,  Box 
AG,  Fallsburg  NY  12733. 


I  am  gay  and  never  heard  of  your  paper  until 
recently.  I  especially  like  the  section  for 
prisoners!  I  was  wondering  if  I  may  place  an 
add.  I  have  been  gay  for  about  18  years  now 
and  don’t  get  any  mail  to  speak  of  from  the  out¬ 
side.  Darren  COMBS,  K-7577,  Drawer  K, 
Dallas  PA  18612. 


GM  loves  quiet  times,  good  music,  reading  and 
soft  whispers  with  slow  pleasures.  Please  write. 
O.H.  HART,  37986,  Box  2500,  Lincoln  NE 
68502 _ 

I  would  like  to  write  and  even  possibly  get  to 
meet  and  know  other  gays.  I’ve  recently  lost  the 
privilege  to  get  GCN  but  if  I  can  get  other  gays 
writing  they  can’t  stop  that  so  easily.  Jim  IN- 
GRAM,  87288—  9  BKS,  Grady  AR  71644. 


I  got  the  sample  of  your  paper  and  the  mail 

room  didn’t  throw  it  away  so  please  send  more. 
1  think  it  is  well  prepared  and  look  forward  to 
reading  it.  I’m  in  isolation  so  I  sure  could  use  a 
penpal.  I’m  interested  in  SF,  novels  and 
politics.  Tom  RICHMOND,  204588,  Box  316, 
Ft  Madison  1A  52627. 


I  am  in  jail  here  in  No.  Fla.  and  they  are  the 
meanest  people  I  have  ever  encountered  in  my 
life  here.  I  have  been  here  for  5  months  and  no 
trial.  I  asked  for  a  jury  trial  and  my  public 
defender  who  does  nothing  to  help  me  got  mad 
that  I  wouldn’t  plead  guilty  which  I  am  not.  If 
someone  somewhere  could  just  write  me  a  letter 
to  give  me  some  mental  support  I  would  very 
much  appreciate  it.  I  could  never  get  the  GCN 
here  so  do  not  send  it.  I  just  need  someone  to 
talk  to.  Thank  you  very  much.  Joseph  JONES, 
Leon  County  Jail,  Box  5678,  Tallahassee  FL 
32314. 


I  would  like  to  write  anyone  who  is  willing  to 
write  me.  I  enjoy  all  outside  activities  like  swim¬ 
ming,  fishing  and  hiking.  I  like  all  races  and 
ages.  I  have  no  hangups  about  religion  and  am 
very  open-minded  about  sex.  Earl  D. 
FULTON,  P-8865,  Box  99901,  Pittsburgh  PA 
15233. 


1‘ve  been  in  the  closet  pretty  much  all  my  life.  I 

lived  with  a  man  before  coming  here.  He’s  the 
only  man  I’ve  ever  been  with.  I’d  like  someone 
to  talk  with.  No  money  at  all.  Just  your 
thoughts.  Ken  STEWART,  Box  B-45492, 
Florence  AZ  85232. 


26  SATURDAY  TO 
1 3  WEDNESDAY 


January  3  Sunday 

Haverhill  □  Lesbians  of  Haverhill,  Lawrence, 
Newburyport  and  surrounding  communities  in  the 
Merrimack  Valley  meet  to  socialize  and  provide  support. 
7:30pm.  Info:  521-2239. 

4  Monday 

Boston  □  War  Tax  Resistance  Clinic  (the  first  Mon. 
of  every  month,  Oct.-June)  at  Community  Church,  565 
Boylston,  3rd  floor.  7-9pm.  Info:  731-6139. 

Cambridge  □  CASA  language  classes  registration, 
1151  Mass  Ave.  I  lam-8pm.  (Also  Jan.  5)  Info:  492-8699. 


Cambridge  □  SANCHIN  Women's  School  of  Karate 
and  Self-Defense  (beginners  welcome).  YWCA,  7  Temple. 
6-8pm  (every  T,  Th)  Info:  577-9514. 

8  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5pm  to  10pm.  Near  Arlington  and 
Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

Boston  □  Alternative  insemination  orientation 
meeting  for  single  women  and  lesbians  interested  in  donor 
insemination  as  a  route  to  pregnancy.  Sponsored  by  the 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center.  Info:  267-7573  (ask 
for  A-l  program). 


26  Saturday 


Dennis,  MA  □  Exhibition  of  paintings  by  Chippa 

(through  Jan.  7)  at  Art  and  Soul  Gallery,  766  Rte  6A  and 
Hope  Lane.  Sats.  IO-5pm.  M-F  l2-5pm.  info:  385-6543. 

27  Sunday 

Boston  □  Rock  Against  Sexism  disc  party/tea  dance 
to  benefit  the  Women's  School,  1270  Club,  1270 
Boylston.  6-IOpm.  $2,  $1  before  7pm. 

Provincetown  □  Diane  Ponzo  Trio  at  the  Meeting 
House,  236  Commercial  St.  5pm.  $5. 


1 0  Sunday 


Allston  □  Electra  Festival  (see  Jan.  8)  with 
Alaknanada  Samarth  of  India  in  Kunti  and  Human 
Voice.  Double  Edge  Theater.  Info:  254-4228. 

Brookline  □  Brookiline,  Brighton,  Allston  lesbian 
potluck  dinner.  5:30  pm.  Info:  731-8579. 

Boston  □  David  Scondras  on  “Boston's  Other 
Voice,”  WROR,  98.5  FM.  12:30am.  (Monday  morning). 


1 1  Monday 


30  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  Audre  Lorde:  taped  presentations  on 
“Say  it,  Sister!”  WMBR  88.1  FM.  7-8pm.  Includes 
speeches  delivered  at  Smith  College,  a  selection  from 

Zami,  A  New  Spelling  of  My  Name,  and  the  essay 
“Uses  of  the  Erotic,  the  Erotic  as  Power." 

Boston  □  NAMES  Project/New  England  Chapter 
meeting  for  people  who  want  to  help  bring  the  AIDS  quilt 
to  Boston  or  create  new  panels.  City  Hall,  Piemonte 
Room,  5th  floor.  (Use  Congress  St.  entrance)  7-9pm.  In¬ 
fo:  323-9747. 

31  Thursday 

Cambridge  □  Amethyst  Women  New  Year’s 
Dance  at  Joy  of  Movement,  536  Mass.  Ave  for  lesbians 
recovering  for  alcohol  and  drug  addiction  and  their 
women  friends.  Drug  and  alcohol-free.  9pm- 1  am.  $6 
more/less.  Prizes,  fun,  D.J. 

Boston  □  The  queer  New  Year’s  Eve  Party  in  the 

State  House,  sponsored  by  Black  Triangles  affinity  group. 
3pm.  Bring  food,  musical  instruments,  and  your  wishes 
for  the  New  Year.  Costumes  a  must.  Info:  436-2752. 

Cambridge  □  Fifth  Annual  City  Life/El  Comite  El 
Salvador  New  Year’s  Party,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  9pm.  $7.  Rock,  salsa,  merengue. 
Info:  524-3541/661-0202. 

Provincetown  □  Second  Annual  New  Year’s  Eve 
Dance  at  the  Coffee  House  at  the  Universalist  Meeting 
House.  236  Commercial  St.,  9pm-lam.  S3.  Drug,  alcohol 
and  smoke  free. 


5  T uesday 

Cambridge  □  Former  nun  lesbian  support  group  at 

the  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant.  7pm.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  □  “Current  Sociopolitical  and  Policy 
Issues  Concerning  HIV  Populations,”  a  presentation 
by  Larry  Kessler,  director  of  the  AIDS  Action  Committee. 
Mass.  Mental  Health  Center  Chapel,  74  Fenwood  Rd. 
7-8:30pm.  Small  donation  to  AAC  requested.  Info:  Jay, 
735-4613  (days). 

6  Wednesday 

Boston  □  ACT  UP  (AIDS  Coalition  to  Unleash  Power) 
confronting  the  AIDS  treatment  bureaucracy.  7-9pm. 
Place  and  other  info:  353-1070. 

Cambridge  □  “Politics  of  Fat”  discussion  at  the 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info: 
354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  Male  sexual  abuse  survivors 

discussion  group.  Cambridge  Family  Y  conference  room, 
820  Mass  Ave.  8:30-  10pm.  Free.  Sponsored  by  New 
Directions  for  Men.  Info:  498-9881 

7  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN’s  production  night  All  welcome. 
Proofreading:  before  8PM.  Paste-up:  after  7PM.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  GCN: 
426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Open  discussion  for  incest  survivors 

at  the  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info: 
354-8807. 


Cambridge  □  Sara  Laughs  (formerly  Amelia  and 
Jennifer)  perform  at  Modern  Times  Cafe,  134  Hampshire 
St.  8:45pm.  $4.  Info:  354-8371. 

Brookline  □  Join  Am  Tikva  for  Shabbat  service  and 
Oneg  to  follow.  Please  bring  something  sweet  to  share. 
Workmen's  Circle.  1762  Beacon.  8pm.  Info:  782-8894. 

Allston  □  Double  Edge  Theater  and  Women  in 
Theater  Festival  present  the  Electra  Festival  with  three 
weeks  of  international  experimental  performance  by 
women.  Tonight,  Geddy  Aniksdal  of  Norway  in  The 
Stars  Are  No  Nearer  and  Anna  Lica  of  Denmark  in 
Madame  Bovary.. .downtown.  Double  Edge  Theater, 
5  St.  Luke's  Rd.  8pm.  Tix  purchased  before  Jan.  8  are  $10, 
$12  thereafter.  For  info  on  passes,  etc.  call,  254-4228. 

9  Saturday 

Allston  □  Electra  Festival  (See  Jan.  8  listing)  with 
Netta  Plotsky  of  Israel  in  Life  Among  Forms  and 
Jolanta  Krukowska  of  Poland  in  A  Dance  About... 
Double  Edge  Theater,  5  St.  Luke’s  Rd.  8pm.  Info: 
254-4228. 

Northampton  □  “Telling  our  Lesbian  Stories” 

with  Jay  Goldspinner,  lesbian  teller  of  tales,  at  the  New 
Alexandria  Library.  From  4-6pm,  oral  herstory  workshops 
on  storytelling  techniques;  6-7pm  potluck;  7-9pm, 
performance  of  “We  are  Everywhere!"  by  Jay  and  others 
who  want  to  tell  stories  of  lesbian  life.  Stories  will  be 
taped  for  the  library's  oral  herstory  collection.  Place  and 
other  info:  (413)  584-7616. 

Allston  □  “Opening  the  heart  for  people  with 
AIDS,  Arc,  their  loved  ones  and  care  givers."  Bay  Cove 
Adolescent  Center,  1168  Comm.  Ave.  Wheelchair 
accessible.  I0am-6pm.  Suggested  donation:  $65.  To 
register  call  864-9181. 


Cambridge  □  Lesbian  rap  on  "The  Women's 
Community  and  What  the  Women’s  Center  Means  to 
Us”  at  the  Women's  Center,  ^Pleasant.  8-IOpm.  Info: 
354-8807. 

Allston  □  Electra  Festival  workshops  (see  Jan.  8) 
with  Geddy  Aniksdal  of  Norway  and  Anna  Lica  of 
Denmark.  7-IOpm.  (Also  Jan.  12)  $60  advance  registration 
required.  Info:  254-4228. 

1 2  T uesday 

Boston  □  Organist  Lee  Ridgway  in  concert.  Music 
of  Pachelbel  and  J.S.  Bach.  King’s  Chapel  Noonday  Recital 
Series,  Tremont  and  School  Streets.  1 2: 1 5pm.  Donation 
requested. 

Cambridge  □  Women  partners  of  incest  survivors 

meeting,  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant.  8: 1 5-9: 1 5pm. 
Info:  354-8807. 

1 3  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  at  the  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8pm  (with  childcare).  Info: 
354-8807. 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
STEPHANIE  POGGI 
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Coming  home  as  lesbian 
and  gay  Jews 

Resynthesizing  our  identities  as  Jewish  and  gay, 
Jewish  and  progressive 


Coming  Out,  Coming  Home: 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews  and  the 
Jewish  Community 

New  Jewish  Agenda,  New  York,  1987 
New  Jewish  Agenda,  64  Fulton  St.  till  00, 
New  York,  NY  10038 
16  pp. /pamphlet  50  cents  each,  $25/100 

Reviewed  by  Gordon  Gottlieb 

ews  in  the  United  States  have  been  in  a 
state  of  flux  over  the  last  decade.  The 
same  conservative  currents  that  have 
washed  up  on  this  country’s  shores  have 
sometimes  trickled,  sometimes  flowed  into 
the  coves  and  gulfs  of  the  Jewish  community 
with  equal  force. 

In  the  post-World  War  II  era,  Jews  could 
be  counted  on  to  provide  a  strong  lib¬ 
eral/progressive  voice  in  issues  of  civil 
rights,  social  and 
llAAu  economic  justice, 

UUyllq  foreign  policy  and  so 

on.  This  commitment 
seemed  to  fly  in  the  face  of  conventional 
wisdom.  Other  social  groups  that  had  at¬ 
tained  a  comparable  level  of  economic  pros¬ 
perity  had  comfortably  shrugged  off  a  wide 
definition  of  self-interest  that  encompassed 
other  people  and  other  groups.  Jews,  on  the 
other  hand,  retained  this  broader  perspec¬ 
tive,  much  to  the  surprise  of  sociologists  and 
much  to  the  satisfaction  of  many  Jews. 

In  the  last  ten  to  15  years  or  so,  North 
American  Jews  have  finally  begun  to  give  in 
to  this  right-leaning  scenario.  It  got  played 
out  at  the  family  level  as  feminist  daughters 
or  gay  sons  clashed  with  parents.  Orthodox 
and  Hasidic  Jews,  the  most  conservative 
branches  of  Judaism,  became  stronger, 
more  visible,  more  vocal.  In  the  voting 
booth,  Jews  started  to  vote  their  pocket- 
book  more  often,  increasingly  supporting 
more  conservative  and  Republican  can¬ 
didates.  Writers  for  Commentary  and  other 
Jewish  journals  provided  what  little  intel¬ 
lectual  justification  could  be  given  for  the 
shrill  self-interest  that  is  neo-conservatism. 
Even  the  New  Right  came  up  with  its  own 
court  Jews  like  Howard  Phillips,  and  some 
Jewish  organizations  backed  Falwell-style 
groups  because  of  their  “pro-Israel”  stance, 
rather  than  line  up  with  solidarity  or  sanc¬ 


tuary  groups. 

Fears  —  real  and  perceived  —  help  ex¬ 
plain  if  not  justify  this  shift.  A  genuine  in¬ 
crease  in  anti-Semitism,  assimilation  and 
intermarriage,  and  a  lower  birth  rate  have 
prompted  fears  about  the  viability  of  the 
Jewish  people,  even  as  we  continue  to  strug¬ 
gle  to  deal  with  the  Holocaust.  Concern 
about  Israel  and  the  fate  of  Soviet  Jews  got 
translated  into  a  carte-blanche  military 
build-up  and  a  Cold  War  approach  to  super¬ 
power  relationships.  For  me  the  most  dif¬ 
ficult  aspect  to  watch  has  been  the  dissolu¬ 
tion  of  a  Black-Jewish  alliance  that  started 
out  with  civil  rights  and  spread  to  other 
shared  concerns.  Since  the  late  1960s  dis¬ 
putes  over  community  control  of  institu¬ 
tions,  differences  over  the  value  of  affir¬ 
mative  action  and  quotas,  and  mistrust  over 
perceived  anti-Semitic  or  racist  statements 
have  helped  split  up  a  remarkable  and  valu¬ 
able  coalition.  (Having  said  that,  however,  I 
must  point  out  that  both  at  local  and  na¬ 
tional  levels,  efforts  have  been  made  to 
restore  this  bonding.  One  need  look  no  fur¬ 
ther  than  the  anti-Bork  coalition  to  see 
Black  and  Jewish  groups  working  in  tan¬ 
dem.) 

As  the  shift  has  gone  on,  progressive  Jews 
—  many  of  whom  identify  themselves  cul¬ 
turally  as  Jews  but  are  unaffiliated  with  con¬ 
gregations  or  Jewish  organizations  —  have 


felt  themselves  left  out,  marginalized  or  dis¬ 
dained  by  the  mainstream  Jewish  communi¬ 
ty- 

Yet  progressive  Jews  are  compelled  to 
engage  in  action  and  social  change.  Look  at 
who  participates  in  the  peace  movement, 
feminist  organizing,  community  organizing 
or  GCN  for  that  matter  and  you  will  see  how 
important  the  role  of  Jews  in  these, 
movements  has  been. 

One  organization  committed  to  re-syn¬ 
thesizing  Jewish  and  progressive  identities  is 
the  New  Jewish  Agenda.  Now  seven  years 
old,  NJA  uses  Jewish  history  and  values  as 
its  basis  for  addressing  a  variety  of  critical 
issues  —  feminism,  economic  and  social 
justice,  peace  in  Central  America  and  the 
Middle  East,  disarmament,  etc.  Just  recent¬ 
ly  they  were  attacked  in  a  column  in  the 
Boston  Herald  for  being  anti-Jewish,  i.e. 
critical  of  Israel’s  treatment  of  Palestinians. 
That  the  columnist  then  went  on  to  a  little 
gay-baiting  is  no  surprise,  since  NJA  recent¬ 
ly  focused  on  homophobia  in  the  Jewish 
community  as  well. 

In  an  effort  to  reintegrate  openly  gay  and 
lesbian  Jews  into  the  Jewish  community, 
NJA’s  National  Feminist  Task  Force  recent¬ 
ly  issued  a  16 -page  pamphlet  entitled  “Com¬ 
ing  Out,  Coming  Home:  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Jews  and  the  Jewish  Community.”  What  I 
like  most  about  this  brochure  —  beyond  the 


fact  that  it  exists  at  all,  a  source  of  great 
satisfaction  to  me  —  is  its  reliance  on  Jewish 
tradition  and  tenets  to  promote  this  “com¬ 
ing  home.”  Consistently,  too,  the  theme  is 
that  the  Jewish  community  will  benefit  from 
welcoming  openly  gay  and  lesbian  Jews.  The 
writers  have  insistently  and  unapologetic- 
ally  connected  the  experiences  of  gay 
men/lesbians  on  the  one  hand  and  Jews  on 
the  other:  a  shared  minority  status,  common 
enemies,  pressure  to  assimilate  to  cultural 
norms.  Additionally,  common  homophobic 
assumptions  (lesbians  and  gay  men  have  no 
children;  there  are  no  gay  people  in  con¬ 
gregations  currently;  straights  have  no 
responsibility  for  AIDS  work)  are  firmly 
challenged  and  rejected. 

While  as  a  gay  Jew  I  was  pleased  to  read 
“Coming  Out,  Coming  Home,”  I’m  deriv¬ 
ing  more  satisfaction  anticipating  it  in  the 
hands  of  straight  Jews.  Some  of  the  text 
reads  like  Homosexuality  101,  but  given  the 
intended  audience,  I  don’t  view  this  as  a 
criticism.  Greater  accessibility  of  pro¬ 
vocative  ideas  should  never  be  faulted. 

Similarly  I  was  glad  the  general  approach 
avoids  the  “Let  me  engage  in  excruciating 
biblical  interpretation  so  I  can  justify  my  life 
in  the  twentieth  century.”  Rather,  the  theme 
is  “Old  ways  or  beliefs  have  their  value  but 
often  need  to  be  changed.” 

In  addition  to  addressing  such  issues  as 
community,  family  and  homophobia  (with  a 
separate  section  on  AIDS),  the  pamphlet 
sets  out  specific  ways  to  address  sexism, 
homophobia  and  AIDS  panic.  From  con¬ 
fronting  our  own  prejudices  to  building 
coalitions,  this  section  provides  a  good 
blueprint  for  action. 

At  this  time  of  year,  T  am  always  most 
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